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iBigg^r's tn JFortun^. 


Fortune^ JicMe jade! we^ve v^aiid&i^ed far — 
Yaur ^ire^i voice still e^^hoes o^er the Yaal — 
From each port and drowsy dorp^ ft'om the Shank 
to Zanzibar, 

We have trekked the Land of Promises and 
slogged through every 

Since O^Meilly glimpsed your beauty in that old 
Dutch kraal! 


Ever sparing of your favours and your smiles — 

Weaving dreams of golden splendour in our brains— 

From Rush to Rush you^ve hired us; OA, the long^ 
dust-devilled miles! 

To win or lose, and peg again ^ responsive to your 
wiles — 

Romance still rocks the hahy, whilst Reality 
complains. 

Though wehre nothing kee-n on mealie-pap or 

fame; 

Though the wash declare a blank for months or 
years; 

In your boudoir midst the hantorm, we shall meet 
you, saucy Dame, 

A7uI you!ll yet adorn the table that is spread 
beside the claim — 

So, good luck to pick and shovel! 

{Set the boys to pick and shovel ) — - 
Send good luck to pick and shovel, cry the old 
pioneers! 


K irnberley^ 


J. R. 
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INTRODUCTION 


By Advocate S. B, KITCHIK, b.a., ul b. 

[Editor of the South African Law Journal”; sometime Acting 
Crown Prosecutor for Griqiialand West, etc*l 

This book, to which I have b^en ask^d to write an introduction, 
is siil>:5taiillal3y a loiiriul— Ltb the valuable addition of many beautiful 
und apt illufdrations-^f a soricp of articles wliicli recently appeared in 
the Diamond Fields Advertiser/'* dealing with, past and present life and 
labour on the Taal River Biainond Diggings. The work might justly 
have been entitled "The Eumanee of the Diamond Industry/'* for n 
romance it is, teeming with epic, humorous and poetic incidents. It also 
-mntains many interesting facts and figures, which are too little known, 
even in South Arriea, concerning the almost inciediblc vitality of o 
wealthy industry and a fascinating mode of life, which have done mnch, 
directly and indirectly, to make the Union of South Africa what it is 
to-day. 

Kosfc people will bo surprised to hear that a little loss than fifty 
years since, when the Diamond Fields were discovered, the early diggers 
were in a state of war with the then ‘Republics of the Oi ange hVec 
and Transvaal, and with the native chief, Jan Bloem, who also laid 
claim to the territory. T leave Mr. Beet to tell of the stirring episodes 
of these little "wars/' which were waged to a successful issue by 
the diggers, unaided and alone. Fortunately such episodes are mostly of 
the humorous order, and the strongest weapon used api>ears to have been 
that deadliest of munitions, strong drink 1 

Those who are intei^ested in the literature of South Africa will be 
reminded that the JMamond Fields has not only had poets— one is perhaps 
doing an inluetiee to the living "Fimberley Foef * by using the past 
tense— but that it once hod even a Poet Laureate £a Scotsman, to hoot) 
who composed a National Anthem for the diggers' community. This 
unique production may even one day be set to music and sung in the 
schools which are now dotted along the river where tents erewhile stood. 
Lines which might have been loot to fame will appear again in these pages, 
rescued from an unjust oblivion, so that they may no longer "waste their 
sweetness on the desert air.'' Bven Cecil Bhodes will b© found among the 
poets. With "hands that the rod of Umpire . . , swayed.” he "waked 
to ecstacy the living lyre^^ in some verses commemorating an occasion when 
he was stranded on an island in the Yaal Btver, Cm^ioe-like, during one of 
its historic floods. 

Among other bright gems which will be found here is an epitaph, 
rich with humour and pathos, which I refrain with difficulty from quoting. 
This may serve to remind the reader that the ptbeeeds of this book are 
to be devoted to an appropriate and worthy object, the Diggers TTnion 
Burial Fund. 
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Of the autliors little need be said. There is no liyiu^^ 
man who has dug moi'e deeply into the dSbrU of the past, and made 
better " finde** than Mr. George Beet, Viee-Cbaiiman of the Diamond 
Fields Pioneyr|^ .\st*oeratioTi. Kor \yould it Ije easy to hnd among the 
diggers one who is mote competent to tell of the conditions of Hf© on the 
Kiver Diggings than the present General Secretary of the Vaal Eiver 
Diggers^ ITnion, Mr. Thos. Lanrent-Terpend, The former "w-ntes with a 
master^s hand and a propheh's fire” of the picturesque pasti the latter 
worthily contimie:? the Svame th^me, and gives a graphic picture of the 
equally interesting present; and both are enthusiasts. 

The gentle reader^" w ill he reminded of scenes w hich a Sir Walter 
Scott would have envied, and of a race of men, some of them fortunately 
still in our midst, who by their incessant toil and hardships endured in the 
heat of the sun, brouglit prosi>erity to the Capo Colony, and added one of 
the brightest jew'els to the British Crown. This tliey nehieved at a tiane 
of depression, when the mere possibility of a paying patch of diamonds 
being found in this country w'aa scouted as beyond men's wildest dreams. 
One recalls tlm fact that, when gold was discovered on the Witwatersraud, 
one of the greatest living mining esiperts prophesied that the gold mines 
would be unpayable! The same w'as said of the Premier Mine, and, as 
Mr, Beet i^eminds us, much the same was said of diamonds when they 
w'ere discovered, "Ci’oaters” there alw’ays will he, when some equally 
w'onderful mineral discovery is made in this ^Mand of lost reputations,*' 
which, BO far as its mineral wealth is concerned, is largely "an undis- 
covered country,'^ 

Fortunately the early ]>ioneers w'ore a race of optimists, who, witli 
their picks and pistols ready, started on their march through the 
desert with a fmv months" provisions, into the promised land, w'hich 
though not flowing with milk and honey, was w'atered hy a wonderful 
river, which to-day is au inexhaustible ^urce of wealth to the digger 
and the farmer, who is often a digger as well. Mr. Beet revives, with the 
pen of an artist, the picturesque surroundings in which the pioneers lived, 
and f?how& how they established from the earliest days that tradition for 
good fellowship and generosity, combined wdth enterprise, which is 
chaTftcterigtic of the Diamond Fields to this day, 

Mr, Terjiend shows how these traditions have been maintained, 
and are being maintained, by the present generation of men. He also di»s- 
cusses with much insight the controverted problems concerning the origin 
of the diamond, and how it came to its present habitat; wdiether it came 
fioiii above or below! The native account given hy him of the spirit origin 
of the river diamonds and of those in the Kimberley mines, is tngeniouK 
and amusing. He also tells tbe story of the finding of many celebrated 
gems. 

Not the least interesting part of the work is the illustrations, 
many of them being rare pie t ores of historic value^ photographs of some 
nf the larger river stones, and typical scenes illustrating the beauty of 
the river and the methods of industry employed by the diggers. 

The authors have done much which will open the eyes of many, 
even in our own neighbourhood, to the wealth and beauty which remains 
to he extracted from the Diamond Fields, and to the fact that in theee 
same fields there is scope and opportunity for artistic work of a high order, 
of which this book is an example. 
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Among the rarities which the reader will find in these pagea are the 
authentic recordi of the first code of laws of the Diamond Fields, which 
was drafted by the early pioneers, and which, to some extent, enrvives in 
the present laws and regulations relating to diamond digging. 

Here will be found valuable fragments of a hitherto unwritten 
history which "the world will not willingly * let die," giving the reader 
a foretaste of a more comprehensive work to be published by the Diamond 
Fields Pioneers' Association, which has only been delayed on account of 
the war. Here also wiii be found valuable informatiop and practical 
hints to all who may be hired at any time by visions of dazzling wealth 
to one of the healthiest and— when one’s luck is in— one of the wealthiest 
of avocations. Nothing more need he added to commend a work like 
this, which should find its place on the shelves of every resident of the 
Diamond Fields who takes any pride in the history and achievements of 
the place of his abode, and of everyone in South Africa and elsewhere 
who takes any interest in the diamond industry or in the literature of real 
life. With these words I leave the authors to tell, in their own words, a 
story which will be found more fascinating than many a novel of 
adventure. 







MEMOKlE^i OF TRE PASl. 


By GEOliOE BEET. 

It /jy'n TiniP, trho stcfiU mtr yofir^ away^ 
Shfili nut- pleasures ioo. 

The mem’ry of the p*.ist u'ili 
And half oiir joys reneie.*^ 

CHAFTFB 1. 


'I’TiF GREAT lUbroVEJIY. 


RiTet- Diggings! Magic name! TJiou nced'et not the aid of fiction 
oe romance to proclaim or enhance mysterious fascination, for thy 
realities and history are stranger than them both ! I only wish Providence 
had blessed me with the power to pen a supple in ent tc that ivonderfnJ old 
classic, "The Arabian NightsF a tale of a great rmr-valley of diamonds 
in H desert land, guarded night and day by the terrible and forbidding 
genii known as Alisfortune, Privation* and Disappointment* and of the 
final overtbrow of those evil imps and tlie nnearthin]^ of the vast tre:i- 
sure of precious stones by the aid of those trusty allies of fclie pioneer^ 
Pluck, Enterprise, and Goodfellowsliip ! But human wishes are vain* and 
of little account, as the wisest of men hatli said. So let me unfold & 
simple story, w’hich is true in substance and in fact, the details of which 
:ire partly taken from the iournale of those days, the "^Diamond News”^— 
the first paper printed at the Diggings— and tiit* '' I'vieml of the Free 
State/^ published in Bloemfontein, and partly from other sources, includ. 
ing my own personal experiences and observations. 

Before entering upon my narration, I may state that I was inti- 
mately associated with the Diamond News^^ for eight years — its palmiest 
days — and that recently I had access to the files of that paper in the 
Archives Office, Capetown, by Mud permission of the Government. With 
this brief introdncGon, I will now proceed to "break ground," 

In when I was about the end of my teens and living in King- 

wilHamstown— the old frontier town of British ICaffraria, a place wherein 



OEO BEBT-pre&tnt day. 


GEO. BEET* 

One of the authors, on his arrival 
at tlie Diamond Diggings, 
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DMjre general business was transacted tlian anywhere else on the Cape 
C'oiony borderland— word came in that diaioonds were being found is 
inof lesion at a spot called Elipdrift^ situate on the banks of the Vaa^ 
JJiver, somewhere in, or in close contignity to, the Orange Free State* 
a sort of ^vo-man's-land in those days. The news was received with 
incredulity* Did not the oldest inhabitant remember and reiterate the 
saying: South Africa! The last place God ever madeJ How conld any 

good come out of it? Impossible This remark k by no means inaccurate 
or far-fetched, for I liave often heard it with my own ears. These prophets 
of evil omen were by no means singnlar in their belief, for later, when 
the intelligence of the finding of diamonds w'as annonnced in England, it 
was received w'ith scorn and contempt* Notwithstanding these adverse 
rivcumstances, the reports of the discovery bocatn© so persistent that 
Messrs* Harry Emmanuel & Co*, the leading diamond experts and dealers 
of their day* decided to send their confidential geological adviser, Mr. 
Kobert Gregory, out to Hopetown, with instructions to furnish a full 
report on the matter* 

In due course this gentleman arrived on the scene of 

tho "diamond finds,” and after investigation solemnly ex- 
pressed the opinion that the precious stones must have been 
brought thither and deposited by ostriches! Whore the 

ostriches got the diamonds from he did not insinuate, but presumably the 
birds must have indulged, now and then, in an overland trip to Brasil 
un an "I*D*E*” expedition! The critics, on the other hand, bluntly 
I Dior ted that the expert had been privately directed to report unfavourably 
regarding the discovery. As a consequence, it was the enstom for years 
afterwards on the Eiver Diggings, when a person, nfctered 

a thing about which there was any doubt, to call it 
"a Gregory* Now, I consider that this criticiem was unnecessarily har*sb, 
as the indications of diamondiferous deposits in these parts differed entiraiy 
from those in India and Brazil, and were then quite new to science, and, 
fnrtber, it should not be forgotten that Mr, Gregory was a respectedi 
member of a specially trained and conservative profession which deinauded 
the strictest integrity* I therefore entirely exonerate him from 
any intention to mislead the public, however ridiculous his report 
may have appeared to some of his contemporaries, or in the light of 
modern knowledge. 

To my mind, the most remarkable thing conueeted with the dk- 
(U'Very is the fact that, whilst the first diamonds were found in the district 
uf Hopetown* the rush of diggers did not proceed in that direction at all* 
but to Klipdrift, Hebron, and Pniel. I have endeavoured to ascertain mme 
adequate explanation of this, and the most plausible is given in the remarks 
nf three of my correspondents— Mr. George Alexander, "An Old Diamond 
]>iggei%” and Mr* H. R. Giddy. The first-named states that Gregory's 
Tiu favourable report on the Hopetowu district made would-be prospectors 
nod diggers fight shy of that part, but, hearing independently of fabtiloue 
finds at Pniel, Klipdrift, and Hebron, they lost no time in rushing there 
instead* 

The "Old Diamond Digger,” in a letter to the "Diamond Fields 
Advertiser," says: "T have a dim recollection that the Pniel missionaries 
knew of diamonds having been found on their estate years before any 
other discovery. Perhaps this became known in Natal and elsewhere, and 
ivhen the large stouea were found in the neighbourhood of the Orange 
River, the pioneers, or gome of them, remembering these rumours, decided 
to go straight to Pniel instead of Hopstown,” 


IG 


Mr, H, E, Giddy, ono of the original Coles berg i>arty, a member of 
which— Mr, Fleetwood Eawetor do— discovered the famous Cclesberg Kopje, 
now known as the Kimberley Mine., on Sunday, 16th July, 1S71* has obliged 
me with the foliow'ing particulars; "A number of adventurous spirits^ 



JACK OimLLY AND FAMILY. 


including Willy and Harry O'Eeilly (brothers of Jack O'Eeilly, wIkj 
brought to light the hist diamond found at Hopetown), H. ran Olerk, ami 
several others, did go to Hope town; but on their arrival, they found that 
Mr, lilienfeld, a local merchant, had bought some diamonds, which had 
been found among pebbles taken from the bed of the ¥aal River, and this 
fact established the source from whence they came. The news reaching 
Colesfeerg, prospective diggers at once made a beedine for the Vaal. There 
was nothing to gain by going to Hope town, as they had provisions to last 
them for months, so they therefore decided to make the Vaal Eiver their 
goal. My brother, Orlando, who w^as there before I went up, struck tlie 
river at a place called Sivonelle. or Seven Hills, as the diggers styled it. 
I am convinced of one fact, that Lilienfeld, shortly after the discovery 
of 0*Reiny''e diamond, bought dianionds which were found among the 
pebbles in the bed of the Vaal before any large deposits were discovered 
there," 

During the meeting of farmers held at Kimberley, on the 12th 
September, 1016, relative to the "Jackal question,” I was inDodnce^l by 
Mr. J. G. Etidloff, of Gumtree Siding, Orange Free State, to Mr. W. J. van 
Hiekerk. of Paarl, a nephew of Mr. Schalk van Niekerk, the owmer of the 
farm De Kalk, ivhere the O^Reilly diamond was found, who gave me the 
history of the finding of that diamond and the Countess of Ihidley^s also, 
as told by his uncle himself. Here it is, word for word; — 
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A. E. C. O’REILLY and WIFE, 
One of the sons of Jack O’Rinlly. 


SCHALK JAtX>BOS VAN NIEKBRK, owner of the farm Da Kalk. 
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*' The late Mj. Sclialk Jacobus van Niekerk was a son ot ^an 

Niekcrk and Hester -kletta Pienaar, who eamo oiii^inally Irom Graaft- 
Reinot, He was born on the lltJi December, 1S28, and died at Mooimeisjes- 
Jioek, in the Lady brand district^ on June 24fcb, 1S8L 

The lii'at diamond vv^as picked up by Mr. Krusmus Jacobs at De 
Kalk/' in the Hopetow'n distmt, in the year 18fi6. The sijie of this dianiom! 
was about 21i carats. Mr, Fan Kiekerk saw it, and considered it to bo a 
diamond. It is said that tho diamond found in a woikboxj or iimon;^ 
other small stones vviiich the children used as playthings. 

This diamond was given by my uncle to a friend te be sold on tlo' 
understanding that the iirohts were to be shared. That friend was Mr. J. 
O^Koilly, of Colesberg, The stone was eventually sold to the Governor, 
Sir Philip \Vodehouse, for £o(H). 

The second diamond was picked up by a Hottentot, named Boob 
between the farms Welgevonden and Blauwkop, in the Hopetown districU 
in 1869, This diamond was 83^ carate in weight. Mr. Van Niekerk pni- 
chased this diamond from Booi for 500 sheep, 10 heifers, one riding horse, 
with saddle and bridle, and one rille. The diamond was tJien sold by Van 
Niekerk to Messrs- Lilienfeld Bros,, at Hope town, for £11,200. Messrs, 
LiJienfeld Bros, resold it to IMessrs- Hond & Eoskel, of Injiidon, for £1S,<KMJ. 
and they again disposed of it to the Earl of Dudley for £25,000- 

Thus were the first two 8onth .llTican diamonds brought to liglii 
ijy Mr- Van Kickerk, Thereafter came the discovery of the diamond 
fields, which have brought millions of ponnds into onr country. 

It is said that the Dudley diamond was picked up at Paardeklotjf, 
where Booi tried in vain to sell it to the owner. Subsequently he went to 
Mr. V’^un Kiekerk, who put tho tronsaetioa through to their mutual benefit. 

Another nephew of Schalk -van Niekerk, Hr. M. van Niekerk, of 
Douglas, gives a further account of a most interesting nature- 

The following is a true statement of the discovery of tho first and 
second diamonds found in South Africa. The man who discovered then; 
happened to be my uncle, and the boy, Erasmus Jacobs, through whom 
the first diamond was brought to light, is still alive^ and is at present 
living at Saratoga Saltpan, in this district. 

Prior to 1867, Land Surveyor Von I/Udvvig was surveying the Crown 
lands betw'een Hopotewn and the junction of the Orange and Vaal Eivers. 
At that time Schalk van Niekerk was living on the farm ^'De Kalk,'* in 
the vicinity of the locality where Von Ludw ig was surveying- Von Ludwug 
always spent liis Sundays wuth Van Niekerk, and stayed with him for several 
months when making his diagrams. When he left he gave Van Niekerk a 
book on. precious stones, and told him to keep his eyes open, as the country 
round iibout seemed to be of a diatnotidiferonB character. 

One afternoon Van Niekerk was explaining to one of his "bij wouere,^' 
a certain Jacobs, the cliaraoteristics of a diamond, when Mrs. Jacobs 
replied that her little son, Erasmus, had sucli a pretty stone w'Meh he kepf 
amongst some other pebblos wdueli he called liis '^sheep and goats-'' Van 
Niekerk asked to see it, as it answetod to the description of a diamond. He 
offered tu Tniy it. .Tacobs langlierl at the idea of eelling a common stone, 

and gave it to him. He told lier that if it should prove to be a diamond Im 
would share it with her. A few days afterwards O'^Eeilly, a trader, passed 
Van Nickerk's farm on his way to Colesberg, and Van Niekerk gave liim 
the stone to take to Colesl^erg and find out whether he was right in his 
surmise that it was a diamond, and promised him one-third of tbo proceeds 
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if it happened to be genuine. O^Eeilly gave it to Mr. Boyea, of 

Colesberg, who forwarded it to Dr. Atberstone, of Orrnhain^towii, who 
l>roiionnced it a real diamond. T'his diamond was eTentually bought by 
Sir Philip Wodehou&e for £5(M), Old Mrs, Jacobs was astonnded when she 
received her third share of the £,500. 

Van Niefcerk then toid all bis neighbours and natives to bring 
him pretty pebbles, os he was prepared to buy them, and for nine months 
he was pestered every day by natives bringing pebbles of all sorts, which he 
bartered for tobacco, thread, calico, etc. 

One day a native named Booi torned up at the farm of one Duven- 
hage, a few hours* distant from Van Niekerk's farm. He wanted to stay 
overnight with his few goats, but Duvenbage would not allow bim to 
remain on bis farm. The boy then said, ^'^Ou Baas, ik ^sal jou een mooi 
klippie gee, laat mij maar bhj van nacbt." (On Baas, X will give you a 
pretty stone, let me stay over to-night.) Duvenbage replied, "Oaat nanr 
Sehalk Niekerk, hi| is gek om klippies to koop^ nie ifc nle/^ (Go to Schalk 
Niekerk, lie is mad enough to buy stones, not I.). 

Tlie boy departed, trekking through the greater part of the night. 
The next morning, while Van Niekerk was lettiug out his sheep, the old 
}>oy came to the kraal, and asked, "Koop, On Baas, noch klippies?'' at 
the same time showing him the atone. Van Niekerk saw at once that it 
was a diamond, and gave the old boy 500 sheep, 11 heifers, a horse, saddle 
and bridle and a gun! Afterwards the boy was generally known as 
"Booi Biamant," Van Niekerk then went to Hopetown with the diamond, 
and sold it to Lilienfeld Bros, for £11,200. A fairly accurate, account of 
discovery of the first diamond will be found in the appendix to the book 
"TVfoeee aud Geology," by Br. Samuel Kinns. 

P.S.— The se<5ond diamond is now known as the "Star of South 
Africa/' 

In confirmation of the assertion as to the Bniel missionaries know- 
ing of the existence of diamonds on their estate, I may remark that, 
shortly after the eonclusion of the last Anglo-Eoer war, 1 wrote to the 
mi.ssionary in charge, Mr. Weatphal, with a request for information as 
to when diamonds were originally found on the estate, to which he replied 
that in a note-hook in hig possession there was an entry to the effect that 
a small diamond, discovered by a native, had been sold in 1868 for £5! An 
inkling of this must have been gleaned by the Natal party under Captain 
Loftus Bolleston, and must have been the incentive which directed that 
party to Puiel, 
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CHAPTER II. 


ON TREK TO THE NEW ELDORADO. 

I will now try to depict the would-be aspirant to 

diaiDond-digginj* life coming from one of the frontier towns in 
the old (lays. Maving made up his mind to proceed to the New 

Eldorado, his first care was to equip himself with a proper digger^s outfit, 
consisting of a broad-brimmed hat, a corduroy (or Bedford cord) suit, a 
stout waist belt, with ix)ckets all round, extra strong boots, a bowie knife 
and revolver, together witli a few months* provisions. He then had to 
sec ure liis seat preferably in a bullock- wagon, which was generally 

loaded up with from 8,000 to 10,000 lbs. of goods consigned to some enter- 
prising merchant on the Fields. These ''ships of the desert,'* as they were not 
inaptly termed, generally took about forty days to trek to the Diggings 
from my own town, and the wagons were liable to be held up for many 
days during the journey while waiting their turn to be ferried over the 
pont at Bethulie on the Orange Biver. 

I need not go very minutely into the details of our adventures by 

the way — how, at the outset, we had to walk 75 miles instead of 18 to 

overtake our wagon, the owner of which had broken his appointment; 
how we caught it up at last, footsore, weary, and oh! so sweet-tempered; 
how Jupiter Pluvius overwhelmed us with more rain than was pleasant 
for travelling; how, in consequence, it took us a week to move a thousand 
yards, and our cumbersome schooner stuck in the mud nearly a hundred 
limes; how a matter of 10,000 lbs. weight of stuff had to be off-loaded from 
time to time, in order to release the wheels from the mire; how our oxen 
died one by one from the then prevailing red-water disease; how some of 
our gay Lotharios made love, en route, to the Boer's pretty daughters— 
Susanna and Katrina — as also the English farmer's equally attractive ones 
Arabella and Angelina; how we "jumped," without malice aforethought, 
llu* absent farmer's fruit, and left its equivalent in money on the window- 
sill; how. through sheer necessity, we made a certain gaoler tipsy in an 
Orange Free State dorp, having, willy-nilly, to get our driver of 

tronk; how scores of soldier and sailor deserters were seer mcrnng 
Field wards still decked in their respective uniforms, scarlet and blue; 
how we witnessed the migration of countless thousands of springbok for 
(lays on end; how we ingratiated ourselves with the pontmen at Bethulie. 
and had ourselves taken across the Orange River before our allotted time 
by rendering them assistance in their arduous work; how some of us 
broached the cargo of brandy by the old trick of hammering one of the 
hoops of the cask sufficiently aside to permit of boring a small hole, and 
then, by means of a thick hollow straw, imbibed the precious fluid till 
all were satisfied, afterwards carefully replacing the hoop in its wonted 
jx)8ition; how. as honourable men. like Brutus, we ultimately made 
restitution, with interest, for all our little peccadillos! Suffice it to say, 
WG arrived at one of the four great camps at that time— Du Toit's Pan- 
after covering a distance of 390 miles in 43 days. Leaving the party there, 
not without some emotion, I engaged a seat in Geering's passenger cart 
and took the road to Pniel, my particular destination. 



TraYelling Wi^gon, iis^d as a Catliolic Obaixil at Biiltfontfnn in (lif f‘arly eriti^3S* 

I rora n ]3lu>lo in Hie ijosf^ession <>f Mrs. T. Lauren t-Xerpi-iui 
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The carfc was of unusual and designed to carry nine passenger 5 , 
hioliiding the driver^ bat very often had to convey more, as accommodation 
Avas a very elastic term in those times, I found myself tightly wedged 
in betAveeii tAvo eminent legal Inminaries, namely, Judge Barry and 
Advocate Halkett, of the Cape Bar, and for a time felt like a victim in 
the Court of Chancery, for no matter Avhieli Avay I moved I came cA^er in 
contact Avith the "limbs of the lawE” Otherwise, I enjoyed their coaw 
pany immensely, as these learned gentlemen were true sons of Erin nnd 
Scotia respectively, and, naturally, wit and humour fltnved fast and 
furious all the Avay, Speeding along avi^ sa>v nob a imv springbok dis- 
porting themselves in the veld, several of them capering very high in the 
air Of desert bing erratie circles at full gallop, u not uncommon proceeding 
when their young happened to be close by, and observant hunters aver tlia( 
these antics are indulged in to divert the attention of their enemies so as 
to give their offspring an opportunity to beat a hasty retreats 

After passing old Mijnheer Bredenkamp^s plaats — the "Half-way 
Roti&e*’ — and surmounting the rise of kopjes, avc observed the Fniel 
Mission buildings on the right, and immediately in front of iie "Tlie 
Bond." The latter is most appropriately named; for if one studies a 
map of these parts, the Yaal Eiver will herfe be seen to form one of tlm 
largest and most pronouneed loops or bends to T>e found along tlie whole 
course of this magnificent stream. Oh , thp .|Jgit-lpind side of the road, 
dose to "The Bend," we noticed somp:;,rath^y''5^^ old stone ruins^ 
which were said to contain several chanf^eVs' b/ extending under^ 
ground for some distance. These ruili^ .^re still, supposed bv 

many people to be of early For tugAiese' origin, di'l, it lejist, of some con- 
Mderable antiquity. As a matter of fact, they belong to a much latei 
age, "and the gay beams of lightsome day gild biit to flout those ruins 
grey" 

The actual record of their history is, hoAvever, of some interest 
Tn the course of my inquiries I Avrote to Mr. A. E. Eadlofi, of the farm 
" ?lecretaris,” in the Kimberley district, Avho informed me that the 
Imildings Avere erected by a German named KupheruEigel, and ivere so Avell 
designed and executed that the builder must have been a craftsman of no 
imcoJiimon merit. Holow ground level there were arched vaults, built of 
rough stone, which were intended for cellars. the erection wais 

dismantled, w'ork of more than ordinary solid architectural design ivas 
exposed to view, a^id must have led to the current assumption of their 
antiquity, I also communicated with Mr. J. G, Badloi!, of Giiintree 
Gliding, in the Orange Free State, Avho, in 1S66, conducted a store on the 
side of the road opposite the building in question. He confirmed the 
statement made by his brother, adding that the construction was begni^ 
nt th e instance of Mr, !Kerwiek, a Berlin Society missionary, in 1846, bn I 
the design bciug projected upon too grand a scale, and the finances running 
short, the work bad to be eventually abandoned. Passing "The Bend,’' 
wit}} its high and rugged kopjes on either side of us, ive found the going 
very bad indeed, and like the proverbial "rocky road to Dublin," the way 
Avas rough — boulders everywhere. HoAvever, after another half-hour's Irard 
pulling, and harder swearing, Ave managed to overcome all difficulties, and 
arrived in sight of our Land of Goschen. 

The scene that suddenly presented itself to my admiring and 
carious gaie at once reminded me of the scriptural account of the journey 
of the Israelites to the Promised Land. Innumerable tents of all siaes 
and shapes were the first objects to attract attention. They Avere spread 
over a large extent of river frontage, and covered the ground all the Avay 
hack to the summits of the adjacent kopjes. TTie next thing that arrested 
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Pei'cy Stro<?(:, Kimberley, in file enriy Seventies. 
(Birthplace of the .Author. T. Lauren t-Terpend.) 



Back of Terpend^s Hesidence, Percy Street, Kimberley, early 'aeventiee. 
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mj notice was tlie line of ragged, reddigli -brown bills, some tower ing aloft 
to a great b eight, oapecially one called Colesbei'g Kopje, on tbe north side 
of tbe rifcr, and last, bnt not least, tbe glorious River of Dreams itself, 
here about a hundred yards wide, flowing placidly along between its bigli 
banks heavily shaded by stately willow trees, giving the whole a most 
picturesque appearaneej and olTortng an ideal situation for a liabltatiou 
and a borne. 

Passing along towards tbe centre of attraction, I observed not a fe’^v 
wagons and carts wbieb bed been converted iiito temporary living quarters, 
some of them having comfortable beds ^rithin, and oilier wise nicely fitted 
up. The more important structui'es consisted of several wood and iron 
shanties, ivhich did duty as shops and offices, some of wlneli were roofed 
with galvanised iron, and others Ibntched witli grass. Official buildings 
Imd flagstaffs equipped with theii* res|>ective flags, British or RepiibHcan, 
according to their nationality. Various attempts had apparently been 
made to construct roadways, one or two of which coosti fated the main 
(horonghfares. 

The majority of the diggers bad eongrega ted on tbe south side of 
the river, as Pniel was then in the zenith of its glory, tbe finds being 
phenomenal, and it was on the Tiver^s margin on this side that the 
principal rendezvous of Diggerdoin was to be fouurb ITere cradles, bebi^s, 
wheel -bar rows, and all the paraph erualia required for digging operations, 
were in evidence at every turn, showing that work wa?? being prosecuied 
in real earnest. On the left of the roadway, leading riverwards, was a 
^tore with the name of "Mundt*' displayed on it, and closer at hand was 
another wutb "S. A. Moss, Negotic Winkcl,^^ inscribed on a large sign 
made of canvas. In the middle of the camp, and immediately adjoining 
the main road on the right, was Mrs. Jardine's store and wayside inn, at 
which the posbeart stopped. On tbo right of the road there was also a 
capacioua tent with a canvas sign bearing the legend *. '^Wnction Mart and 
General Agent/' This particular buslncgs was carried on by that pHnee 
of anctioneers, Mr. A, A. Rothschild, whose advertisements in those early 
days of the diggings contained such flashes of wit that some of them were 
instly regarded as veritable masterpieces in the art of puffery, and as such, 
bis notices of sales were eagerly scanned, and no doubt were eminently 
snceessfni in attracting bumiier attcndaucp'? of tbe public, with benefit to 
hiniself and his many clients. 

Scattered about the camp were a dozen or so classy -looking 
inarquees wljicb served as restaurnnts, and these were patronised b,v tbe 
inuny diggers w'bo did not care to run their own messes. Then there 
was the tent of tlie Diggers' Comyaittoc, the full name of which, to be 
precise, was tlie "Diggers' Arntual Protection Association/' of which more 
anon. Diamond buyers were, of course, very much in evidence, and encli 
bad !iis own offices, on which were painted the words "Diamant Kooper/' 
or "Diamond Bnyer.” The principal buyer at that time was Mr. Aloritv 
ITnger, who afterwards promoted the erection of tbe Barkly Bridge, and 
promised me shares therein for assisting him in the venturf^t but unfor- 
tunately the shares never materialised, as he happeued to go "dead broke/' 
so T cannot well blame him. 

Like huge antbeaps, the big Tnonnds of alluvial gravel w*ere heaped 
up here, there, and everywhere, but mostly at a spot where there was a 
large " clomp je/' or cluster of trees, from whence the boats generally plied 
for hire across the river. The luxuriant foliage of the majestic willows 
afforded a most welcome protection to the digger from the 9un”'s rays, and 
also from tbs terrific thunderstorms and strong dusty winds whieb pre- 
vailed ffom December to rebrimry. Tn winter the nights were intensely 
cold at times, but exceedingly pleasant in summer. HalLbearted attempts 
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Barkly West Bridge, showing pillars, from town side of Biver. 
Opened 1885. 

[Photo by C, J. Parsons, Baikly West. 


f 



Bhe Hospital, Barkly West. 

[Photo by 0. J. Parsons, Barkly West. 



27 


(it fencing one's preserves were in evidence here and tliere throngliout the 
camp* but, like little Paddy's breeches, they ci:hibitod more rents and 
L attars than coverture. 

At Xlipdrift, now' called Barkly \\ cst_, on tJie opposite side of Itic 
river, the show' of tents w'as comparatively in significant, but it contained 
a feiv buildings of a more permanent naLiire, some consisting of two 
-Storeys, The reason for this ivas that the JSerlin Missionary Society laid 
vlaiui to the whole of Pnielj over which .-it that time no Government in 
particular, except perhaps the British, asserted sovereign rights. Believ- 
ing that the diamond industry had come to stay, and that a proper town- 
ship would be sure to follow', more than a dozen enterprising individuals 
ventured to put their money into stone buildings at Jvlipdrift. One of 
iliost' men, Mr, James Strong, or as tie was popularly called by 

ihc (liggers, put up a solid stone erection, costing thousands, which he a1. 
niitv let to the Standard Bank at a good rental j but, lo ! the day s<’ion 
i n me w ith tivc news of the discovery of marvellously dry rich diggings 
farther inland; and, hey presto 1 the inhabitants for the most pari 
inc(U>t.inGutly fled the place, taking the Standard Bunk business along with 
(hem, rUid leaving |X)or Jim a wiser but a sadder man, Mr, Strong*s faitli 
in the future of Klipdrift was by no means singular, for contemporaneously 
(he Imperial Government began to erect a Eesidency for the Governor of 
Griquniand West, Mr. Eicliard Southey (afterw'ards knighted), and had to 
rplfnquisli it for the same reason. Tim remains of this grand gubernatorial 
palace may be seen on the. east side of the village oven unto this day. 

In the neighbourhood of the camp, tho precipitous sides of the 
kopjes were covered with mimosa, haakdoorn, atKl karoo bush, whilst on 
(he Rats below , the vaalbosch and ivacht-en-beetje” flourished abundantly. 
Urn game consisted of duikers, stointmeks, hares, rock rabbits (the coneys 
of Scripture), paauw, guinea-fowl, and pheasants, the last named, a little 
smaller than the English species, being plentiful. River-fishing also 
uRorded good sport, the catches fomprising ycllow'-fish, silver-fish, and 
hajdiol, tho last being eel-like in form, hut with great capacious maws. 
The curious fact may be recorded here that the Vaal, Orange and other 
rivers running westward in Griqualand West never contain eels. M.r 
George McKay informs me, however, that lie once caught a specimen w'eigh- 
iug in the Eiet River, but t am inclined to believe that this must 

have been a species of barbeh 

There being naturall.y a good deal of communication between the 
iwo banks of the river lie re, boats w'ere constantly passing to and fro, 
lad f he modest fee of sixpence was charged for ferrying a passenger across. 

Happy Jack,” who later on became a Kimberley Towui CouncUlor, was 
Hieu the. favourite Charon, In those day,s the whole community lived jti 
an atmosphere of tense excitement, and hummed like a bee-hive. Neiv 
rushes” were always being started, and were quite gipsydike in their 
nature: oR, helter-skelter, to one spot to-day, and perhaps to another 
[o-morrow, and on the following day back again to the old place, according 
’o the reliability or otherwise of the news of good "finds.” 

As a precaution against the effects of the awful thunderstorms that 
passed down the valley during the summer months, ^omc bright genius 
ini reduced the fashion of fixing soda-ivater lx>ttles on the top of the tont- 
jmles as a substitute for lightning conductors 1 Oxen, horses, mules, and 
donkeys could be seen grazing all over the veld, giving the outskirts of 
ihe Diggings quite a farm -like appearance, and the inoffensive but useful 
donkeys were so despised in those days that they might be bought for ten 
shillings a piece, while to-day they readily fetch from £7 to £10. 


Ifc limy bp ]M?riDissib]e fco quote hero an extract from an 
interesting leading article which appeared in the first issue of the 
“ Diamond News/’ dated October 10^ 1870, iu which the future stability 
uf the Eiver Diggings was boldij' foretold By inutnal assistance, by 
1 he adding of one civilUing agency to another, by fostering everything 
which contributes to turn a crowd into society, all will be benefited, and 
the Vaal Diggings will be helped onwards to that foremost position in 
SouMi Africa which, from their singular natural wealth, they ought to 
Puiumaud/^ In the light of subsequent developments, how truly prophetic! 

litre is a pretty aeturate eVseriptiou of the digger, taken irom n 
haiidhook nn Kitubprley winch was written by my son on the occasion of 
Mip tasi visit of the S.tmth African Science Association In the camps 
1 lipi'c was ii most hetcroge neons ass'nnblage of hntimnity: white men of 
all nations, ami natives oi many tribes, i'ha white men were of all ranks 
flic sailor jostling his erstwhile caplain, tlic university man sivinging 
Ills pfelc side by sidi? willi tlie navvy, and the blue-blooded Choltnondeley 
sleeidng in Ins sheepskin ka ross by lln- side of I he humble Jones, “yet, away 
I roin ( he rcsl raints of civilisation, nt^ver could tliere have been gathered to^ 
gcllicr Ti liupi', more ciitecpiisiiig, Ivardy, and libciahminded race of pioneers: 
sacn whii could take prospirity and adversity with equanimity; men who 
iiiuld never fnciget Diw hca\ cii-born rule of hospitality to the strangers 
with in Itpeir gatcs”§, in fact, men worthy of the best British traditions, 
ImnisirioTH of luibit Idiey wcmc as a <‘omm unity noted for manly integrity, 
justice, and bonetity in tlieir inutim] dealings, and their generosity and 
readiness to help wherever it was ncH^ded were proverbial. Crime was a 
liirity, a U hough, from the unguarded way in which tents and wagons were 
left untended fur hours together, n|>i>ort uni ties were not lacking to any 
wJio might feel tempted.^' 


('HADTER 111. 


EARhV DlGGKRb’ roMMlTTivRS AND DIAMOND VADITATIDNS, 

Diggers' Coniniiltpcs were formed at a very early stage in the life 
nf the Diclde, and tlic members of these generally eonsisted of men of light 
and leading, Individimlly, the.v were not specially remarkable for cduca- 
thsiiiil abilities or (pialifications, hut as a body they certainly were 
possessed of the one essontiiil“Souud common-sense, really the most 

iiucoinnion of alJ gifts, 'J'he rules and regulations framed by them exhibil: 
a (crtain quaint terseness of expression which somehow remind one of 
Kipling^s straight-finug words and few.” NevertbelcsSj they were efectivc 
f'liough in thoroughly carrying out the main objects in viesv. Original sets 
of these rules, which were printed in 18G9 or 1870^^ are now excessively 

rare; in fact, ihe only surviving copy of which I am aware ia the one 

now ill tho possession of tliat eminent bibliographer of South African 
literature aud pioneer of the Diamond Fields, Mr. Sidnev Mendelssohn. 
"(m timers” liave often expressed a wish to obtain these early rules, and, 

to use tbeir own words, would give anythiug to get hold of them/ 

Here, then, is an opportunity to secure an exact reprint of them for f 
mere nothing. They are iaken from the set of photographic facsimiles 
presented by Mr. Mendelssohn to the Kimberley Public Library : — 
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RULES AND REOtTLATlONS JOK TlEiE VAAL DIVER 
DIAMOND-FIELDS. 


ALLUVIAL CLAIMS. 

1.— Every mari to be allowed 20L. square. No party claims to 
v^xreed six itt number, whose i.'liolo claim must be taken in conjunction. 

IL — 'I’hc boiindarj of each claim to be distinctly marked, and sncIi 
marks at oil timcB to be kept free from rubbish. 

Ml,— All claims to have free access, at all limes, tor tlie removal 
uf u ash'd irt over any other claims that may be at work. 

l.V'.““No claims to be allowed to throw their rnbl>isli upon their 
iiHii^hhonr’s claim without permission. 

W— Should any dispute arise between two or more parties respect- 
injr (heir claim, such dispute shall be settled by the arbitration of four 
nsseSBors, appointed by the parties in dispute, and a referee to be called 
in by tlie assessors if necessary^ whose decision shall Sie final, 

VJ.— Should any party or parties mark off more ground than 
allowed by these rules, any other 2 >erson shall have the option of taking 
(lie surplus ground from any side of such claim he may think proper. 

lUVER CLAIMS. 

VII.— Each man to be allowed 50 feet frontage along the bed of the 
river, the same to bo distinctly marked at low-water mark, 

PEOSPECTING CLAIMS. 

V'dlX. — Any person discovering a new run or patch of diamonds 
shalh upon reporting the same to a committee appointed, be entitled to 
four ordinary claims; and such report to be posted up in a conspicuous 
place on the present digging.*?, stating the locality; and should he fail ir. 
reporling, and another person finds payable ground in the same locality, 
the first person reporting shall be entitled to the prosperting claim, 

iX.— No party shall be allowed to remain absent from his claim 
more than three successive working days, unless in. case of sickness, work 
in conjunction ivith his claim as washing, etc., or pressing business, when 
a notice must be posted np on. his claim, stating the time of his abspure; 
after which time the claim shall be considered as abandoned. 

X, — No mall shall be allowed more than one claim at the same 

time. 

XI. — 'Any person against whom it shall be proved as having picked 
up a diamond upon a claim belonging to another, and not restoring it 
to the owner of such claim immediately, shall be considered as a thicL 
and expelled the diggings, 

XIZ. — No heap of dirt uixm an abandoned claim shall Ixi run- 
sidered as private property, unless it can be shown to a commiitee that 
some accident, such as rain, breakage of wagon, ei:c., ha.s prevented (he 
washing or sieving of any such heap of dirt. 

XIII. — That no party or parties shall be allowed more than five 
niggers to work their claim. 


P, D. J. VANDIilRBTL, Chairman. 
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RUI.ES OF THK DIAMOND-DIGGEBS' MUTUAL PEOTECTION 

ASSOCIATIOK. 

1 , — Lhis Associatkin W culled f;hc Miihial Protection Associa- ♦ 

lion, 

I L— That any aigniii^ those rules becomes e member of the 

As?M>ciatiQiu and biuds himsolfj when called upon, in case of danger 
Ihreateriing. or any other cause affecting^ the interest of the Association, 
lo render immediale assistance. 

III. — Any member of the Association hesring any cause of alarm 
shiill at once report the same to the Standing Committee. 

IV. — That any person wishing to become a member mxist be resideid 
an this side of ,tb<ir;y,iifer. And that any member within a radiuf; of 

miles of the gi^n^frai' ^ rendessvous*' shall be entitled to protection, and, 
if called upon, the same. 

V. — That no Eiiro]>ean coming to these Diggings shall be entitled 
to nrot.eetion until be becomes a member of the Association, 

VI. — That an.v' member misconducting himself, to the detriiiictit of 
the Association, shall, after his case being duly investigated by the com- 
mit Ice, and found guilty, Ijc expelled from the Association, 

VJI.— ^That every member, to the best of hie ability, shall avoid 
u breach of the peace with the natives. 

Vlll.~Tlmt no member of rho Association, or any other parson, 

1-1 ha II sell, or cause lo be sold, any spirituous liciuor to the natives within 
u railius of two miles of the general rcudcEvous.^^ 

iX,— Tliat every moraber shall keep his fire-arms in such order 
as k) lie ready at a uiomoiit^fi notice, 

X. — That no member shall divulge the secrete of the Association 
utidci' any pretence whatever, 

XI. — That a Commandant and Standing Committee be elected^ and 
that every member binds himself to abide by their decision, 

XII. — That any member having any Just cause of complaint sbail 
ai^peal to the Commaudaut and Committee, who shall adjust the same. 

XIII. — That no membor of the Association shall discharge, or causf' 
to be discharged, fire-arms after snudown, unless compelled to do in self- 
ilefeuce. 

XIV. — In case of alarm the signal shall be given from camp to 
ramp, and every member shall then proceed immediately to the appointed 
place of mnster. 

XV. ^ — That every white man c<iiui ng to the Diamond Fields, for 
Ibc purpose of mining or seeking for diamonds, shall sign the Alutual 
Protectirtii Association anti Diggers^ Rules, and unless they can show, to 
the satisfaction of the ComaiaiKlaul and Committee, reason for not signing 
the rules, they shall be expelled from the Diggings, 

XVI. — That any company having among their Avorkmg members 
any person, or persons, that will not sign the rules, they shall expel 
such person, or i>ersonE, from their company, who shall have no claim for 
uoi'k done, or other wise the company’s claim shall be considered public 
property, 

Xyil,— That all fines levied by the Commandant and Committee 
shall go towards the funds, to be appropriated by them as they may think 
fit, for the general good of the public. 
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XVlXL — That any per^n fined and refuaiag to pay the said fine, 
bufiicietit of his property shall be taken by the Commandant and Com* 
mitteo, and sold at public anctioiij to meet said fin© and expenses. 

XIX. — That any pt^rson miscon due ting himself at any public meet* 
iiig, or sitting of the Committee^ shall be pimished according to the offence. 

XX. “That an 3 ^ European requiring liquor, and not calling for it 
liimseJf, must send a note by his messenger* 

XXI. — Xbat it shall be the duty of the Committee to acquaint all 
EijroiRiaiis, on their arrival from this date in this immediate locality* with 
the laws at present in force among the white ijopnlation, 

XXII*“That we, the undersigned, having read and fully under- 
si Olid the above-mentioned rules, do solemnly vow to abide by the same. 

VALUATION OP DIAMONDS. 

I have beard old diggers often declare that in the early days, from 
S86D onivards, tlm valuation of diamonds was computed in the following 
I'ougli and ready nianuer : If a one-carat stone was valued at, say, ^5, a 
iwo-carat would be worth £t0, and so on, by doubling the price by the 

number of carats. This statement is not quite correct, as the price-list 

here shown of Messrs. Leverson & Company for the month of November, 
1871* will prove* I may stale that I have also seen this firm's lists for 
the I wo preceding years, hut, unfortunately, am unable to lay my haiidfi 
on them at the moment* 

Values of pure whites and well-formed rough diamonds, if free from 
flaws, Le,, of first water : — 

Carat each, or smaller, from £115 (j to £;! per carat. 

1 Carat each, or smaller, from 5 fl 0 to 7 iier ear.TC 

4 Carat each, or smaller, from 111 d 0 to 16 per carnL 

5 Carat each, or smaller, from 17 fl 0 to 18 per caraC 

6 Carat each, or smaller, from 20 0 fl to 21 per carat* 

S Carat each, or smaller, from 23 fl 0 to 25 per carat. 

in Carat each, or smaller, from 26 0 0 to 28 per car.^it. 

12 Carat each, or smaller, from 3fl fl 0 to 31 per carat. 

16 Carat each, or snialler, from 33 fl 0 to 35 per carat. 

20 Carat each, or smaller, from 40 0 0 to 12 per carat. 

Off-coloured diamonds of small sise, sny up to three carats, langiug 
according to purity and degree i— * 

For under 1 Carat, from 3fls. to 50s. i>er carat. 

Fur under 2 Carat, from 40s. to 90s* per carat* 

For under 3 Carat, from Gfls, to lIOs. i>er carat* 
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CHAPTER IV. 


POLITICAL AND SOCIAL AiUEiMllKS. 

In the camps the working liours extender! troiu duwii to sunset^ witlij 
ol course, an hour off in tke morning and another at mid-day for meals* 
rho great majority of the diggers had to handle the pick, shoYek and 
eiaclle themselves, as native lahonr was not then too plentiful or regular, 
r^o one can well understand how such a rough-and-ready mode of existence 
fjolped to engender a, comhination of horny hands and directness of speech 
that would rather shock the susceptibilities of the fashionable world 
beyond; but that^s another story* 

One of the first desiderata of a settled community in modern times is 
{1 newspaper, and this was supplied at an early stage in the history of the 
Pields by Messrs. Bichards, Olanville & Company, the proprietors of 
the old Giahamstovvn ''Journal/^ who started the now defunct Diamond 
News'^ at Pniel in the month of October, 1670. This paper began its 
career as a w'eekiy, which was sold at sixpence a copy, and later, on the 
diecovery of the dry diggings, w'as transferred to Du Thit's Pan and sub- 
sequently to Eimberley, where it enjoyed a long period of success. 

A perusal of the first few numbers throws some interesting side- 
lights on the every-day social life of the camps* Tor instance, new 
arrivals vvere advised by the editor to report themselves at the office of 
iho paper on the top of Pniel Hilh Doubtless the information imparted 
and received w‘as sure to ha\*e been of a mutually useful kind. Tt 
records the establishment of a Post Office, for the luaiiitenancc of which 
the munificent grant of £10 a year was allowed. No wonder the officials 
concerned soon made moan about this! * To show the volume of mail 
matter handled, it may be said that the first dispatch of letters numbered 
B70, and of newspapers 750, while the number of letters received totalled 

m. 

Mr, John Campbell, formerly Magistrate of Capetown, was the first 
British Commissioner to be appointed for the district, and simultaneously 
n police force was established* consisting of an inspector receiving £200 
per annum, three sergeants at £10 per mouth, and twenty- seven privates 
receiving 5s. a day. On the Klipdiifi side nf |lie river a branch of the 
Standard Bank was opened ujuler the m an age men t of Mr. G. M. Cole, A 
diggers’ committee was alsn formed theiv, consisting of Mr. Stafford 
Parker (Chairman), Messrs. Under ick Barker, Cawond, TTorne* and Ttow- 
Innds* In a characteristic speecli on his appointment as chairman, Mr, 
Parker said: I am to accept office, and you have confidence in me* 

give me your support, and douT let cverv dniTiken man you meet say 
' Pitch him in the river P ’’ 

The story of the early political history of the River Diggings ia full 
of stirring and exciting episodes, and is well w^orthy of being retold. In 
1369, when only about thirty diggers had commeuced "fossicking’’ for the 
pebbles that were " worth a king’s ransom/’ Jan Bloem, the Chief of the 
Korauuas, put in an appearance. His head kraal was at Nooitgedacht* 
opposite the Bend— a rather hietoric spot, as it was here that the 
claimants to Griqualand West held their meeting to discuss the question 
of sovereignty. Bloem instructed his Field-Cornet, Piet Quiman, who 
was sent with sixty of his tribe, to command the diggers to cease work 
immediately. The diggers "were not taking any/’ and refused point 
blank. This so exasperated the ChiePs ambassador and his henchmen 
that they proceeded to throw back the diamondiferons gravel as the 
diggers shovelled it out. This the white men naturally resented. They 
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ai <JiK !0 ffU'meil a Muhial Fiottsciitm Ai-souiatiiai, lla' rulus af wLlcli 1 tiavf 
iilitMfEy given hi G,vUuso, ajid elected Mr. Koderiek Favker as cljaiinjau, 
or “ rap Mill?” ns they called him. Mr. Barker acted energeticalljj aii« 
anned Ike digj^ers with whatevsr weapons lie could lay hands on, from 
Ha? antipiil: Tower muskets to the Jatest type of rifle* lie itjon eandidly 
advised Quimati to clear out, or otherwise he would rid the world of him 
and liis entire gang. Finding that his opponents wex^e in deadly earnest, 
t(?ni[iiEin took tho hint and imTnediately departed. 

A feiv weeks later Chief Bloem sent in a final ultiniatnm threatening lo 
drive the diggers forcibly out of the country if they did not comply wifJi 
Ills orders. Barker had his own tents and wagons on the site uow‘ 
oecupiecl by the English Church, and there he prepared a laager, called 
in all the white meiij whose itunji>ers Imd now increased to abont ;i 
Ini rid red, and made ready to do or die. Bloom had fisied a certain night 
for liis attack, and duly rolled up with his horde, but, after doing a little 
bit of roconnoitering, he evidently came to the concln&ton that discretion 
was mnphatically tho better j>art of valour, ami withdrew, leaving tho 
diggers masters of the field. He never appeared again on the scene. 

The next claimant was the Eepnhllean Government of the Orange 
Tree l^tate, who sent plenipotentiaries in the persons of two of its officials, 
named Steyn and Holme. These gentlemen at once announced their 
iulenUon to read a pro cl am a ti on claiming jurisdiction over the wrholo of 
Ihe diggings for their Government, as far as that side of the river was 
concerned. The announcejnent was treated with derision, and the pair 
soon left after threatening to send a Boer commando to enforce com- 
jdiance with their demands. In due course the commando appeared, 
''looking terrible as an army with banners,” and promising all sorts of 
vrngean.ee, but it was snhieeted to so much gooddiiimoured chafi, and 
such a liberal supply of "soupies,” that it gracefully retired, undertaking 
to return another day. That day never came, for instead of adopting 
any further physical measures, the Free State Government resorted to a 
(‘our.^e of diploTuatic correspondetice with the Imperial authorities, wffiich 
culminated in its getting a sum of ,£30,000 as a solatium. 

Another Richmond soon arrived in the field to claim the north side 
of the river round Klip<irift, This was in June, 1870. Presideut Pro- 
t [Erins, on behalf of the Transvaal Goveinmeut, accompanied by the 
i^Hite Secretary and Attoimey, and about thirty Republican burghers, 
constituted the party. The President, in high-sounding tones, announced 
Hint his Government owned the whole of that part of the countrjj and 
(onseqnently claimed full administrative powers therein, and that he had 
been instructed to read a proclamation to that effect on the spot> and 
hoist ihc Transvaal flag. Barker at once informed Pretorius that if lie 
flared to hoist the flag he would pull it down. Pretorius then tried 
cvpostMlfttion, and urged Barker and the diggers present to consider the 
matt or in a calmer spirit, in order that further trouble might be averted. 
To give the diggers ample time for deliberation, he promised to return 
and raise the " vierkleur'^ in three days’ time. 

True to his promise, the President appeared on the day appointed. 
;ind introduced one Hugh G Wynne Owen, formerly a resident of Kingwih 
lium.'itow-n. and ^tafd that this gentleman would fulfil the duties of Resident 
Msgietrate of Klipdrift. The doughty Barter, without further parley, 
ordered hi.*^ bugler, Evans, to sound the advance, and, like one man, the 
wdiole of the diggers charged and halted directly in front of the Boer 
burghers. Owen at this stage produced the Republican flag, and it was 
promptly torn from his hands by Barker, and instantly disappeared from 
view in the crowd. AratteT.si became critical^ and several shots were 

fired by the diggers as an earnest of what might happen later on if 
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PreioriuF persisted in his attempts. Barker sternly orriered his men to 
(leaee firing, as he had no desire to cause bloodshed. Anticipating a 
oollision, Pretorins prudently directed his men to withdraw^ and pro- 
ceeded to Hobrou, whilst OweUi on refusing to leave, was promptly put 
over the river by Barker, and advised never to return, or a worse tate 
would befall him. 

In parenthesis, a law words regarding Mr, Barker's personal career 
may not be out of place here* Roderick Barker was about forty years of 
age when he came into prominence as a pioneer leader at Pniel. He was 
born in the Emerald Isle, and came to South Africa as a soldier at the 
age of sixteen* He took part in several of the old Kafir wars, and was at 
the battle of Eloomplaats, for which be was decorated* A¥hen the firsi 
rush to Klipdrift took place Barker, who was then a trader, made bis way 
to the New Eldorado with, liis ivife, the daughter of a ifr. Clery. In 
height he was about 5ft, lOin., physically pow"erful, and of deterrdued 
character, and could foot an Irish jig with ^lie best dancer going. Re 
died in the Kimberley Hospital about three years ago from the resnH of 
blood pois<ining, leaving a wife and family; some of the latter are still 
v^orking on the River Diggings. In his lifetime old Roderick was a man 
w'ho was held in high respect by eyerjone witli wdiom he came in contact. 
May br rest in peace I 

Pretori ns Hvouaced his burghers at Hebron^ and opened further 
negotiations wdtli the diggers, but the diplomacy of his representatives was 
of such a tactless nature that after they had effected the arrest of a man 
named Gilman* the diggers became so incensed that they decided to form 
a committee, w-ith Mr, Stafford Parkei as chairman (or "president/' as he 
wBf! uGiially styled). Mr. Parker was a stalwart of the stalwarts 
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iiic? diggiiig |>o{uihiHou. Of eommandiDg address, standing well 
over si^ feet iu lieigliL, Lie looked every inch a leadei' of men* Born 
at Mai doll, in Essex, in 1835, he joined the British Navy at the age of 
fourteen, and after doing service in the Mediterranean for some years, 
lie left his first love and entered the service of the United Stales Navy. 
Finding his ivay to Simonstown, he retired from sea life, and made for 
Colesherg, u here he Joined the old Cape Mounted Police force, and married 
a Miss Sloane, On the discovery of the Vaal Mver diggings, he at once 
proceeded thither, and hy his striking personality soon became the prin- 
cipal cbavacter of affairs in those stirring days. 

It was at this stage then that the “Diamond News" reported 
laconically “A War Scare On." Special meetings of the Diggers' Com- 
mittee were held, and "captains" appointed j orderlies were selected to 
assist these officers, and sitting outside one of the committee tents President 
Parker, the ruling generalissimo, might he seen busily ordering and 
organising the now imminent campaign* The " News" describes the scene 
thus: "There was Stafford Parker, not dressed in blue, but in red and 
white, and wearing a big wide-hrimmed hat, looking the very image of a 
Southern planter. He was here, there and every ivbere, working out his 
plans and forwarding tho expedition in every way. Groups of men stood 
about declaiming against Transvaal impudence, and demanding leaders. 
Parker gave order.? to get his commissariat wagon ready* Beeton rallied 
his company. McArthur was mounted, and all was ready. There were, 
of course, some hitches, and some knots had to be untied, but not long 
after suudowm Parker and his men set out to see why Gilman had been 
put in prison, (Gilman^ it appears, ivas a refractory Britisher who re- 
fused to acknowledge Transvaal rule.) There will be a tale to tell when 
they t‘ome marching home again !" 

Actually, the force consisted mostly of camx> followers, and there 
ipsilly was a story to tell—a strange one — which may now’ he related. I had 
it from the mouth of an eye-wutness* who gave me the particulars only & 
few moutlis ago. Hero is the story in his own words, "I was living 
at Hehrou, where a Boer commando was temporarily encamped, 
iiiid one day my wife called me out to the stoep, and remarked: 
"Look at ihe great cloud of dust down the road! It is being made by 
horsemen coming along from the direction of Klipdrift!' This proved to 
be Presideiit Parker, with about fifty of his men, as motley a crew as one 
could possibly imagine* Most of them seemed to be more or less under 
Hie influence of liquor. Anyhow% the mom on t the Boer commaudaut saw 
them* he gave orders to ''opsaaP and Tin is tool* Had th© commandant not 
been so terribly hasty, he could, of a certainty, have captured the whole 
lot!" 

Thus ended the struggle for supremacy at the Vaal Biver Dieginga, 
uud the diggers, having got rid of the last of their l>elticose friends, 
fjUTPtly settled down to their legitimate lahours. 

Committee meetings were held from time to time, as occasion de- 
lUitndgd, but the diggers were pustsled to know what form of goverameut 
to adopt. One poetical genius of the Fields, named .Tames McHattie, 
offered the following suggestion as a eolution of the problem connected 
with the naming of the new State: "Taking into consideration the pre^ 
historic and present position of the Eiver Diggings. ' Terra Nemo' or 
^ Terra Nemo Kegion ' might as well be adopted as any other," and he 
composed an anthem which he chose to call "The National Anthem," 
an effusion which deserves to be set to the music of the spheres ! 



of power 

In tlie trying honrl 


The Soufciieru Croes^ encir clingy 
'J'be shepherds on tho plain, 

To adore the spot wliore the river dwells, 
•\nd it<? freehorn rights maintain. 

Its foes you shall 
Them vanquish all 1 

The siiti that climbs our mountains green. 
Leads in the rising day; 

See on our land no tyrants stand— 

The diamonds clear the way I 
Nations us see* 

Victorious, free : 

By high decree. 

Long shall it be!” 


The same Laureate, in his commuiu cation to the committee, alfto 
suggested a few rather striking- ideas for a national flag, coat of arms* 
and Great Beal. The reading of all this caused much amusement, and 
the documents were ordered to be acknowledged with most cordial thanks. 

'Uhe social life of the early days of the Kiver Bigginge is hard to 
define in a short sketch each as this. Existence in those times, withoirt 
I he presence and. restraining influence of the gentler sex, rendered 
peril nous to some extent the outward expression of delicacy and refine- 
TncTtt. In speaking amongst themselves, men generally prefer to call a 
spade a spade, and here X may ask a question : What* after all, is the 
essence of good manners in the social world? I should feel in dined to 
reply "naturalness," If this is correct* then I can safely say that the 
great majority of the first arrivals on the Fields* bailing from well- 
Itnown and respectable families in the towns and farms of Soiitli Africa, 
wore essentially Nature's true noblemen. 

The camps at first had no recognised form of civil admiuistration. 
They had, of course* their rough and ready Diggers' Committees, but 
Tio society can long exist without a proper code for the observance of law 
and order, together with the machinery necessary for its enforcement. 
Such as they were, the existing camp regulations were put in operation, 
hut only in a perfunctory manner, and anyone was at liberty to take 
the law into hie own hands* with comparative impunity. Eventually a 
chairman ^or commandant) and a committee* with power to act as ]udge 
and fury, were evolved. They heerd the evidence* pro and con, and if 
a prisoner was fo-nnd guilty* he was duly sentenced, and then compelled 
to carry out hie own punishment publicly* For instance, if a theft was 
committed and the accused was unable to establish his innocence, he 
was sentenced to carry through the streets a large board* not unlike the 
sandwichman's, with the word "Thief" written in largo capitals thereon, 
and he was accompanied by a man ringing a bell. This may -^^eem a 
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peculiarly drastic meaeare, but it was migiitily effective, as babitual 
offenders were soon pleased to escape to pastures new. Nest to the capital 
charge, the worst offence was considered to be the political one. Offenders 
in this respect were treated as traitors, and vrere put across the river in 
a manner that was anything but dignified. Prostitutes and drunkards 
were incontinently placed in the stocks, and all other offenders against 
decency and order were treated in an exemplary manner, according to 
their deserts. 

Divine service was held periodically by visiting clergymen of various 
denominations, Br, Eicards, the popular Eoman Catholic Bishop of 
Grahauistown, was one of the first priests to visit the Diggings, and 
the men were so delighted to hear of his coming that a deputation, con- 
sisting of members of all religions bodies, was api>ointed to meet him. 
niul iie eniertained a very large audience with an excellent lecture, as he 
vvivs renowned for his extensive knowledge of the sciences, especially astro- 
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nomy. Another eminent visitor was the Church of England elergymaii, 
the Rev. Mr, Eitton, from Kingwilliamstown, my native place, fie con ^ 
tri bated an interesting account of Ms experiences to the Kingwilliam^- 
town press, and painted a vivid word picture of conducting the church 
stTvLce in one portion of a large tent, whilst in the other part a number 
of Jiggers w'ere simultaneously holding high carnivaL It is to be hoped 
the two celebrations were discreetly scieened off from each other. 


After ^vorking Iiours it was the custom of the diggers to exchange 
calls at one another's tents, and indulge in a game of cards, draughts, or 
chess, and at parting drinking to one another*s success in the search for the 
elu^ire ‘" gem of purest ray serene/^ i lancing was a somewhat diluted plea- 
sure in these days, owing to the insufficiency of female partners, and was 
seldom patronised, for without the ladies the gay mazurka, the bouncing 
polka, and the dreamy waltz were, as at other times, about as attractive 
to the boys as stale champagne. Ae the years passed by, however, mem- 
inus of the fair sex appeared timidly upon the scene one by one and were 
speedily engulfed in the giddy vortex of the local matrimonial market. 
One perfervid swain™John Crampton — who had evidently fallen head over 
heels in love with a fickle but '"mooi meisje,"'"' lamented his sad fate by 
bui'sting forth in an agony of despair in the coinmne of the "Diamond 
News.^^ I venture to reproduce the verses m full, as they will give the 
reader a fairly good idea of the art of poesy as practised in the camp? 
i n those days 

TEE BELLE OF SIVONEIXE. 

It was while attending my daily occupation 
Of digging at Sir on die, 

That very, very close to the Kafir Location. 

I first met my dear Isobelh 
She w^as the most bewitching creature 
I ever saw or beheld in my career— 

And a farmer's daughter, tool 
But now, mj poor blighted heart, 

TJiou need'st some aeeistance. 

For she has proved untrue. 

'rhen fai*e thee ’well, my false Isobell ! 

1 certainly believe yon have gone to— some village. 

To become the wife of a Boer; 

So fare thee well, my falso Isobell ! 

1 sincerely hope that you may enjoy your matrimonial 
Life, and that before half a year is o*er 
Yon may have children half a score!" 
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MEMOFIBS !)V TECn, [niODKP. 

.At this period the divine afflatus seems also to have found access 
to the soul of no leas a personage than that future Empire-builder, Cecil 
Rhodes himself. He renfenred a flight into the empyrean on the occasion 
of his being marooned on an island in the Vaal River, somewhere in the 
vicinity of SchmkU^s Drift, whilst in the company of Mr. H. 8. Qrpen, 
it.L.A., Mr. H C, Hinton, and others. The eflusion, which is probably 


quite unknown to the uev? generation, was subsequently lianded over 
to their liost^ Mr. Schmidt, who religiously preserved it. Here it is, in 
fUl its lingerinsr sweetness: — 

On an island quite small, 
tn the midst of the Vaal, 

We found William Schmidt like u CrU:^oe; 

We thought that confounded 
HeM be when surrounded. 

Because the Vaal River it grew so. 

But we lived on the best. 

In his Isle of the Blest, 

You may wonder now how we could do so; 

If you want to know why, 

Yon have only to try, 

For old Schmidt is a wonderful Crusoe 

ks Mr. Bhodes, during the whole of liis Parliamentary career, 
■elected to represent Barkly West and no other constituency, it is possible 
ihat some of ray readers may be interested in learning something regarding 
hie first entry into the great financial arena of his later days. Believing 
tills, I am induced to eay a tew words about the man as I first knew 
iiiiu on the Diamond Fields in 18VS. He w-ae then a youth of about 30. 
tall of stature— I should certainly say nearly six feet in height— with a 
well-knit frame that showed little of the burUnesa of figure that mani- 
fested itself in his maturer years. He had a peculiarity of holding his 
ieft gboukkr a little lower than his right, a feature that generallv 
lietokens a man who is kept close to his writing desk, although I do 
not think this was the ease wdth Rhodes. In walking, the length of his 
HI h ide was gigantic, and would be the despair of any drill instructor. In 
pliinting bis feet down he did so fairly and squarely, and his footsteps 
would not be difficult to trace by a spoor-finder. He had light brown hair, 
parted at the side, the right having a curly melination towards the front. 
His eye.*^ were light blue and rather piercing, especially when he was 
iuciined to doubt the accuracy of any statement which happened to l>e 
made by a person addressing him. His lips were firm and compressed, 
but his chin, on the other hand, had rather a mobile appearance. In 
fl is position he seemed to be extremely reserved, though in reality he was 
not so, but certainly one had to know him first in order to get over thie 
impression. So Touch for bis physical characteristics. Let me now give 
\ few particulars about his career at that time. 

There was a small coterie of diggers, familiarly known as "The 
I’welve Apostles," all of whom were supposed to have tastes in common. 
They all resided together on the north side of North Circular Road, New 
Rush, nnd their encampment was under the shade of an enormous mimosa 
tree. The Apostles" composed the following gentlemen: Cecil John 
Rhodes, the two broth ers Moor, from Natal, Hunter, Dunsmure, the 
two Afherstones, Creenstreet, Deuuysen, W, C. Scully, and one or two 
others whose names I cannot rerull at the moment. Mr. O. M* Norris, of 
Johannesburg, in a recent letter to tne, stnteii that '" The Twelve Apostlen 
were Dr. Eadie. Mesfsre. George Hull, Tom AIcDonald, George Moor, Joe 
Denys. Captain Harford, J B. Turner, Hlackburu, Charlie Spiers, J. 
Gifford. Bill Beruarcl, and Aldridge. He admits at the same time that in 
all probability the persons I mention, might have l>een intimately asso- 
ciated with the Twelve, as they were hospitality itself, and thus may have 
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given rise to fcTie conjecture tlieir being aetnal members, Rhodes was wae 
ever ready to air bis views in the local Ftgss on any subject that interested 
him, as a perusal af the old ''Diamond will show. In business 

proclivities lie was catholic enough j being connected with a water con- 
tract, ice- making, and had, 1 believe, some interest in the Atlirs Worts, 
a local blacksmith ing establishment conducted by Mr. James Hall* better 
known as “Benjy"’ or 'Barney" HaJk and tor whom Mr* W* H. Craven 
acted as secretary and superintendent* 

Politically, Mr. Ehodee and J differed considerably* but he was too 
large-hearted a man to bear any lasting animosity* He only regretted 
my inability to see eye to eye with him in such matters. When he was 
allting as Special Commissioner of the Cape Government to the Bechuana- 
land freebooters* i remember delivering a speech in the Town Hall in 
which 1 had occasion to criticise bis actions, or rather some of them, 
and took up a line of censure which closely followed the criticisms of 
Mr. -T. X. Merriman on the same subject. The shafts evidently went 
home, as Mr* Rhodes* so it was surmised, at once enlisted the services 
of ^Ir. R* W. Murray, the veteran journalist, to furnish a rejoinder 
in a paper run by Mr* George Garcia Wolff, called the "Diamond Fields 
Times." In a trenchant leader* Murray concluded by saying: "Mr. Rhodes 
only hopes he (Mr* Beet) will go to Merriman when he dies." to 
which I replied : " It matters not whether I go to Merriman when I die* 
so long as 1 do not go to Rhodes when alive!" This retort courteous 
immeu^iely tickled the fancy of the public at the time* and 1 have m* 
doubt Mr. Rhodes enjoyed the sally as much as anyone. 



Griqualand Volunteers leaving Barkly We.st for Stellaland* 1882. 

Floreat ! River Diggings ! For nigh on 50 years the lure of the dia 
mond has attracted a host of fine* adventurous souls to this region 'if 
the Vaal, and in all likelihood it will continue to exercise its peculiar 
fascination for generations to come. Many a digger in bygone days has 
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succeeded, in u marvellously short space of time, in vFresting great wealth 
from this portion of Nature's wonderfxil storehouse, and gone hie way 
rejoicing. Others have had to battle long and hard against persistent 
ill-luck and privation before winning their share of the jealously guarded 
treasure^ whilst many, alasl after a lifetime of toil and hardship, right 
manfully borne, have sunk clown and died by the side of their claims 
without having gained their hearths deeire. 

No finer epitaph to the memory of these gallant fellows than that 
of my old friend, Mr. Albert Brodrick, of New Kush, eould possibl}" be 
wished for : — 

“ Here lies a digger, all hie chips departed— 

A splint of Nature bright, and ne^er downhearted; 

He worked in many claims* but now, though stumped. 
He's got a claim above that can't be jumped. 

May he turn out a pure and spotless 'white/ 

^Yhen the Great Judge shall sift the wrong from right, 

And may hie soul, released from this low Babel, 

Be found a gem on God's great sorting table!" 
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THOS. LAUEKNT-TBIIPEND. 


PART IL 


TIJE DIGGINGS OF TO-DAY. 


BY THUS. LAUEENT-TEEPEND. 


" 'l o catch Dnme Fcr tuners gold«ii smile* 
.Assiduous wait upon ber; 

Aud gather gear by every wile 
'I’liat's justified by Lohout; 

Not for to hide it in a bedg'^. 

Xor for a traiTi attendant* 

But for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent,’^ 

Burvx. 


CHAPTEE L 

SCIJ-INOE AND THE DIAMOND 

'”riiis diamond, gentle men, is the rock upon which the future 
success of South Africa will be built*'' How swift and complete has l>een 
the fulfilment of that prophecy! Wlieii these words were spoken, distress 
was rain pant throagbout the length and breadth of the land* In many 
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instances the farmers of the south, on the verge of slarvation, and 
bitterlj' resenting what they considered unduly lieavy taxation, resolved 
to sacrifice their old homesteads and trek to the far north and freedom^ 
uuuibers of the poor unemployed were crying in vain tor work, whilst 
those who were in a position to afiord it lost no time in shaMug the 
(lust of Soutli Africa from their feet and migrating to the more prosperous 
colonies of Australia and New Zealand. 

A Ketrenchmeut Committee was appointed by the Cape Parliaraoiit, 
and estimates were passed for six months only; and with the dark clouds 
of commercial and agricultural disaster hanging ominously overhead, there 
came proposals of a paper currency* A deplorable and irremediable 
deficiency existed between revenue and expenditure; the country was im^ 
poverished and burdened by an infinite variety of afilictions; the coffers 
of the Government were depleted, and men viewed the future with douht 
II nd dismay. 

But at the moment when the dismal cloud of universal bankruptcy 
and I'uin seemed to be at its blackest stage, the gloom was suddenly diA 
jielled in tliat year of grace 1863, by the genial rays of a diamond dashing 
its message of hope from tho table of the House of Assembly at Capetown, 
nmi Inspiring that faithful and enterprising Colonial Secretary, Sir 
hichard Southey, afterwards Lient.-Governor of Gritinalaud West, to utter 
I hose memorable words: '-This diamond, gentlemen, is the rock upon 
which the future success of Boutli Africa will be buiU/^ 

Yes. gentle reader, in the late 'sixties and early 'seventies that little 
gem, the diamond, inaugurated a new era of faith, liope, and brightness 
in this land of ours, and set alight the Aladdin's lamp of success and 
prosperity for South Africa, As Dr. W. Guybon Atherstone said in later 
years: is the key that has unlocked the vast underground wealth of 

South Africa/' establish iiig an industry that has easily exceeded the most 
optimistic expectations of its founders, and constituting in itself one of 
the wonders of the modern world. And as that eminent scientist, Sir 
William Crookes, remarked when lecturing at Kimberley some thirty-seven 
years after the discovery of the first South African diamond: "It is an 
industry which has made the few square miles in the centre of which 
we arc standing the most valuable piece of land on the face of the 
earth/' 

From whence cams the diamond? Speculation as to its origin Is 
both voluminous and hypothetical. We assume with some degree of cer- 
tainty that it is derived from carhon or carbonic acid by the combined 

action of heat and pressure; and, again, it is assumed to be formed by 

a gradual decomposition of vegetable matter, with or without heat. It has 
been suggested that the vapours of carbon during the coal period may have 
been condensed and crystallised into the diamond; and, again, that what 
is known as the original matrix became saturated with petroleum, which 
collecting in nodules, formed the gem by gradual crystallisation* The 
learned Sir Isaac Newton believed it to be a coaguinted fat or oily body 

of vegetable origin, and combustible, and was susbdned in his theory by 

Tusiuy eminent philosophers, including Sir David Brewster. Dana nnd 
utlmrs In mare recent times advance the opinion that it may have been 
priidnred by the slow dccompositian of vpgetnble Tuaterial, and even from 
animal matter* HoW'ever, crystollisation of carbon from a liquid solution 
binder intense heat and pressure fs the theory that carries the most con- 
vincing arguments iu its favour to-day. 

'rhe late Mr. Stow reckoned that the heavy gravel deposits were 
drifted down to their present positions by glacial action, bnt whether the 
diamonds formed a part of the original deposits, or were formed In 
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t or aitcrwiirdi?, ht? leaver on*' to giioss. At any rate, this ice tlieory 

a ytKnl eleJin'OT »>f iamnlnrto?! in aeecaintiMK for the deposit- 
ioiu;\t uji the biuik?? and lerraees of the river, and on the adjaeeiii: 
knelt- h! the Kmiheiley nliIle^ are taUi that the dianioiids^ ftaind 



I’rehiBiroric Implements and Fossilised Animal Kemains found in lower 
strata of river bod deposit, approxiinatoly 8 to 10 toet from surface, 

[L’opyri^ht, H, B. White, I^nglaiidrj. 

Ihoir way into the vent-holes, ur volcanic pipes^ along with the mass ol 
boiling mud or debris that long ago burst forth from Nature's great 
soblerratLBau laboratory and filled op the pipes or mines. Many people 
assort that the liver diamonds were carried down by the action of running 
water to their present habitat at the time these eruptions occurred. 

Harger tells us that the diamonds were originally formed in tlic 
" blue-ground,“ or matTis:, by the " bltie-ground'' borrowing carbon from 
thv carbonaceous shale during its upward passage through the pipes j and 
he further conjectures that the bulk of the diamonds found in the rich 
layers of Mayer's Prospect, on Harrisdale, probably came from a large 
Rimberlite pipe in tlie immediate vicinity of the deposit. Professor 
Wagner, wJio has pretty nearly said all that can be said at present 
on the subject, and who speaks with authority and confidence, considers 
the high level gravels at Klipdam and Droogveld to be of great antiquity, 
and belonging to a much older period than the gravels on the terraces of 
Wiiidsorton and lionglaads; and, agaiu^ that the gravel deposits of the 
riA*er-bed are of yet more recent date, and in process of formation even 
lo-day: whilst he suggests the iK>ssil>ility of the of the river having 
been at one time in a south-westerly direction across Puiel and Droogveld 
on towards Schmidt's Drift; in which ©vent the high-level deposit© and 
river gravels would then be due to the carrying action of running water 
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Maj(li‘nhiun^r p(iM forth I lip mptooHc theory, ^roTistrons mptoors 
tVll at some prehistoric period of I he rii ri b’s fnvivial ioo, aiul in falliT 3 f| 
pertain fraijnients Ijpcnnip separated, and were Kt-attevpd hroadcast, riiin- 
inff diainonds From ITeaveiu" while tlie largi^r iiiasjse^ iKired their way clown 
into flip solid earth. ^^Their remains/’ says M aydeiihaiier, ''are eriimbling 
away on exfMisiire to thp air and siiii* ami the rain Ima long ago waslipd 
away all prominent Jiiiisses, I'he enclosed dioiiionds have remained seat- 
terod in the river-beds, wliile the fine light matrix ha,s been swept away/’ 

In snppfnd of this thpnrr we eanaot gf»t avvay from the existence 
of black ancl tran.sparerd diamonds from the Canyon [habln meteorite in 
AnVmnm where, on a broad open plain of five miles in diameter, are 
thousands of nmssps of metallic iron frrnii a meteoric sliower, and near 
the centre of this plain, where the greater nnmher of meteorites have been 
found, is a crater with raised edges, three-<|im iters of a mile in diameter 
and six hnndrcd bet deep, where the main body of the mideor evidently 
fell. Hr, Ktelssiier has said tlial tlie blnc-Kmiind of ICiiTiberley 1ms a known 
resemljlaiicv to many meteorites i and Sir William Crookes himself does not 
c-onsidei' the rairnng of diamonds from tlie lleaveijs to be impossible. 

Tn liH2, a syndicate of seientisrs and financiers was formed for the 
purpose of searching for an enormous meteor, btdiovt'd tn be one solid dia- 
mond. worth untold rninioriis. which fell ages ago \n the Arizona Desert 
'I’lm legend of a "blazing slar’‘ having been sent from freaven to chastise 
a imrtieular wicked tril>e was well known and still belteved by the Red 
ftidiaris round almnt the The stnrv goes tliat some traveller or 

ran eh man lost his way. and, stopping at ^Feteor Arnniitain, disco verpil the 
spot where this blazing diamond fell. He picked irp a meteoric fragment 
of the many that were strewn around, and foniid it simply studded with 
real black diamo?uls. f^nffident fragments were found to indicate that the 
meteor itself wm pare carbon. The engineers of the syndicate, compidaUng 
I he size of the meteor and force w ith w hich i( fell, estimated to find the 
meteor itself twm or three thousand feet belmv. The last T can remember 
of fhis venture was that a shaft bad already been sank to a depth of over 
one fhonsaud feet, and that ihey were still sinking. That was in 1912. 
Hut do not worry. Diggers; the prices of our Vaal itiver diamonds to-day 
ntll7) are better than ever before! 

Experiments by j earned savants have resulted in the conversion fiF 
diamond into graphite. This experiment was successfully necomplished 
hy Professor Sir James Dewar iu 1S80, and a.gaia by ,'^ir William rnmkes in 
1S97. and clearly demonstrated, by idie latter to a Kimherley nndience iu 
im; but there it stop,s, fpr lilif pig^^Jiphite cannot yet V retnrncd tn its 
original form, the diamond^ 

The Praueh Profl3Si!^ci|’p AihoissirKu, jind some others, have lieen sne- 
cessf 111 tn the inanufaciiiire ' of rdiWutely microsoopfe diamonds possessing 
the same r(ualities a^ Idut? iiafiiigail hardness, crystallisation , refrac- 

tion. and so on; these cKjpf^riTtmnf^ proving of great value to the scientist, 

l^ir William Crookes conclusively states that the genesis of the 
the Rontb African mine diamond is the crystallisation of cari>oii separating 
ilsclf from the molten mas,se,s of iron deep down in tln^ glowing, molten 
subterranean furnaces where they first took shape, A diamond is ilm 
outcome of a series of titanic convulsions, and these precious gems undergo 
cycles of strange vicissif tides before Ihey can blaze in a ring or tiara^ 

Here ts a digest of the famous lecture on diamonds delivered by ?l;r 
WilliaTn Prookos in Kcntember. T9tl5. on the occasion of the visit of the 
Pritish Association to Kimherley, which 1 trust will be snfheiently com- 
preben.sive to the reader ; — 
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rHAMONDH.^1, OKIQIN. 

1. Origin owing to volcanic eruptions. 

'2. Through process of internal, natural cheiuistry: 

(]) is proved by 

A —Existence of volcanic pipes in Kimberley Avhere diamonds 
are found. 

B. — Presence of iron -saturated soil and ferruginoos characte:’ 
of country 
A is proved by 

(a) Collated ox]>erience of working of Kimberley pijies 

(b) Each volcanic pipe being the vent of its own specia 
natural laboratory. 

(c) Extractions and contents of piix^s. 

(d) Various attributes, associal ions, and characteristics 
of each venL 

f2) is proved by 

A.— Scientific research and clicinical analysis, 

H, — Experiments in carlxin, graphite, anti niher (oriiponciit parN 
of the nabiral gem, 

A, is further established by 

(a) Knowledge of varying cheiuieal aefion upon conw 
ponent parts of the gem. 

(b) Moissan^s discovery of separation from molten iron 
and perfection of Sir A. Noble's ex|>erinient of screw 
stopper tube and granite vent. 

IT. AIANITFAOTUKE. 

1. Experiments upon natural and artifieial diauii>nde, 

2. Meteoric theory. 

3. Conclusive experiment of graphite. 

(1) is confirmed by 

A. — Aid of lately perfected clectrie furnace. 

Bh — H igh-pressure and solvent of carlion hping found in molten 
iron, 

A. proved by 

(a) Manufactured diamonds possessing same fjitalities as 
the natural gem, 

(b) Hydraulic power and jxdarised light. 

(2) proved by 

existence of Canyon Diahio, AtiKona, 

(B) proved by 

A.— Our knowledge of the composition of the diamond. 

B. — Though unable to convert graphite to diamond, wc are 

able to convert diamond to graphite (as here shown and 
made clear hy present dememstration). 

And jet, after all this explanation* Sir William admits that we 
can assert nothing with absolute certainty. Hefening to that giant of 
diamond history, Mr. Gardner F. Williams, M.A., LL.D. (who knows as 
much about diamonds as any man living* as Sir William concedes), Mr. 
Gardner Williams himself, in answer to the question, "^What is your 
theory of the original crystallisation of the diamond states deSnitely 
"T have none; for after seventeen years of thougbtfnl .study, coupled with 
practical research* T find that it is easier to 'drive a coach and four' 
through most theories which have been propounded than to suggest one 
which would be based upon any more unassailable data. All that can be 


said is that in some unknown manner carbon, which existed deep down in 
the internal regions of the earth, was changed from its black and uninvit- 
ing npi>earance to the most beautiful gem which ever saw the light of 
day/’ 

If the question of the origin and formation of diamonds in the 
mines is still unsolved by these great and logical thinkers, what can 
one say with reference to the liaiutat <*f diamonds in the river-beds, side- 
grnvels, and adjoining terraces of the Vaal? 

The speculation as to amygdaloidal diabase, which derives its source 
rrom what is known to-day ns the Vontersdorp system, being the matrix 
of the river gem, is accepted by some diggers. It is probable enough that 
the amygdaloid, by decomposition, allowed the diamond to separate from 
its original liirth place; bnt if we accept the amygdaloidal diabase to be 
the matrix of the alluvial diamond, how is it possible for one to reconcile 
the prps»-nee of alluvial diamonds in gravels and layers without the least 
suspicion of any amygdaloidal diabase having been present at any period ; 
the diamonds being simply mixed up with their kiu-hrother, the ''bantom”? 

It is owitig to this looseness and freedom of the diamond in select- 
ing as its associates those stones of the nearest specific gravitj^ to itself — 
the hantom, carhon, l)on«^stone, garnet, and others— and being found in so 
many varied layers over stich an enormous tract of country, that one 
inclines to Mr. Stow’s theory, that the alluvial stones may have been car- 
ried jilorig by flic ice glaciers, and, by natural selection by gravitation 
dtiring transit, been strewm and deposited iu their present habitat. 

Those speculating upon tho river diamonds having come from the 
Kimberley pipes or thereabouts point to the existence of fissures on the 
alluvial fields in support of their argument, a fissure being an alleged blow- 
out from some mine; in which event the old notion of a mine being 
situated somewhere in the Barkly West district bears some prospect of 
truth, and Cecil Rhodes is said to have expressed this opinion, for there 
are many of these fissures (and pa.vable ones) in the vicinity of the Barkly 
AVest romTnona,ge and the adjoining farm of Good Hope. 

Several old diggers again support the idea that the whole of South 
Africa ages ago underwent a general volcanic action, causing eruptions 
everywhere, and later on these apertures caused by the eruptions were 
filled up to overflowing wntli matter containing diamondiferons deposits 
from down below, which was eventually carried off and spread by fluvial 
action to the terraces and rivei beds. 

Well, everyone is entitled to his own opinion ! 

Here is the native folklore version as to the origin of diamonds. 
After the passing of many moons, and w'hen there w'as great sorrow in the 
land, a spirit, pitying the wants and miseries of men, descended from 
heaven with a huge basket filled with diamonds. The spirit flew over the 
Vaal. starting beyond TTelpoort's HoT)e, sowing diamonds as he flew 
on. past Barkly West. Klipdam, and on towards Kimberley, 
throwing out hnndfnl after handful from the huge basket 
all the while. On reaching Kimberley, where at the time large trees were 
growing, his toe got caught in the branches of a high knmeeldoorn tree, 
and. tripping, he upset the basket, emptying out all the diamonds; thus 
forming the Kimberley mines! 

But the question affecting you and me. Brother Bigger along the 
Vaal, is not so much "from whence came the diamonds?" hut "where may 
one strike a wash?" The most likely place to find diamonds is just where 
one finds "the wash”; for beyond the wash at present we can no further 
go. Where there is a wash with a good class of "hantoms," there is the 
possibility, nay, the certainty, of nnearthing the precious gems. The 
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elose HSi^ociatioii of tlje baiitoiii uitli ilie diamoiKl is nothing more nor less 
than natural selection by gravitation. Some diggers aver that the bantom 
In course of time, if left undisturbed, becomes a diamond; in fact, that 
the hantom is a diamond in another form. Wity laugh P Who knows 
other wise? However, tl>e “ bantom wasl^' is the one and only indication 
of tlie presence of diamonds to-day, tliat is, to the ordinaiy digger like 
myself. Old diggto^s will stake money and reputation on certain washes 
and on a partieidar “ bantom'" Uxnd each digges;, of course, has his own 
fancy of a wash, and his own particular "bantom^b^ But can he stake 
on cverytldng cIhc? 'Pbe " bantom” is the keynote to the placing or 
locating of the river diamond, niid the " bantom" wash is to-day the only 
'‘open sesame" cnahliTtg the River Digger to place dianjonds on the bnyevs' 
tables. Beyond the wash wc know iiothing definite. 

Before explaining the wasli for the benefit of the uninitiated, allow 
me to give you n reeijx? for diamonds 

The Lenioine case of IflOS will still be fresh in the memory of most 
[>eople interested in diamonds, so if the reader wishes to experin^ent, bere 
is T/eraoine"s recipe for the manufacture of artificial diamonds (1) Take 
a furnace; (2) take some powdered sugar carbon; (3) place the carbon in 
a erncible; (4) place the crucible in the furnace and raise tlie temperature 
to fT‘om 1,700 degrees to bSflO degree centigrade in order to obtain 
erystalllsation ; (a) when tins high temperature has been obtained, apply 
pressure to the cover of the crucihle. The dTamonds will then be made, 
and it remains only to take them oiit."^ And there you are! 
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CllAPTEU il. 


DJUCUNCi ANU WASlllNU TIIK AIJ.UVIAL. 

Test Wash of Claims, 

By the here Tneaiit mare Jior Icsrf Ihan the 

(M-diniiry common hatuUwaijh of llie alluvuil diiiinoml tlig^or, luid implies 
no refeieiice to the wosli of tlie geologtst gold priH?[3ectoi\ 

Assixnung that you are u new cliiim just arrived on the diggings, 
juid that yon have taken out your lieoiiee and pegged oft your claim, say, 
in red ground for tlje sake of simplicity in ei:tdaining, ail that is needed 
to test the wash is a pick and shovel, hand sieves averaging 18 inches in 



iVlhivial Kojije, Wiiitei’s Kush. 

£10,000 worth of diamonds tvore won from this spot in a few months. 


diameter and about 4 indies fleop, onf with a mesh 3-8-inch, j-inch, or 
according to fancy, and one of l-S-iiiel! : buckets, and a couple f 
tubs fiUed witli water. TJie overburden, running from tw'o feet to four 
feet or more, is picked and shovelled aw‘ay till arrival at the grave! layer. 
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This layer is commonly called ihe deposit, and the wash will indicatp 
whether the deposit in the claim is a light or heavy one. The depth o£ 
the layer varies in different camps, but the wash itself is much the same 
everywhere in red ground* 

This gravel layer is then picked and shovelled, three or tour 
shjvelsful at a time, through tlie larger mesh sieve into the finer mesh one* 
the finer niesli sieve being tho roughly slmken meanwhile to allow of the 
estra fine elay or sand falling through, thus rreeiiig and cleaning the 
gravel as niocli as possible. Tliis j>roeess is continned till the finer itaesh 
sieve is very nearly filled. You will here need a buy or claim-labourer 
who can gravitate a sieve, or you may call iu the aid of any experienciui 
tiigger. 

The liner mesJi sievi' — or in diggoi's’ paiJaiJce- Iho wash .sirve - 
is carried to tlm vessel con La living water (a tub is in genera 1 vogue), and 
submerged some i iir a inches niKlm* Ihc surface ot the water in (he 
tub* Grasping the wash sieve firmly on cither side, with the artUfS held 
rigid, a series ot tpiarter or scun-circiilar movements resnlt iti the lighter 
pebbles of gravel l>cing thnjwu round the outer edge inside the sieve, 
whilst a eor responding np and downward motion causes llie heavier 
material to sink to the bottom of the ©ievp. 

When sutheieutly gravitated, the sieve is taken out of Urn tub, 
and the water allowed to draiit off. The sieve is then given a svvift hall- 
somersault motion that brings its face or open end Hat down upon tlic 
ground or sorting place prepared for it. On removing the sieve, it will 
be loiind that the combination of rotalion and pulsation to which tlie 
gravel had been subjected w'bilst iu the tub has caused the grading of the 
very liglitest stuff round the extreme edge, the medium-weighled round 
the inner circle, whilst in the very centre will be found the heaviest pebbles 
luul stones, mainly ban toms, and probably some carbon, garnet, lioneetone, 
rooiklip, greeustone, biockie^, and a host of others, according to the nature 
of the gravel, and, not impossibly, a diamond* The centre of the sieve'^s 
con tents indicates the elaas of the deposit in the claim, and that indication 
is commonly knovvn as "'^the ivash*“ The size of the centre of "the wash’^ 
may vary from 4-inch to 6 or 8 inches. A similar process of testing applies 
to deep ground. 

You will naturally ask the advice of your brother diggers with 
reference to the wash of the claim* One may say "Quite good enough. 
Work itl” Another will tell you neither yes nor no, and advise you to 
act as you think best; whilst another will emphatically order you not to 
touch it* "It^s no good But ^should there be anything of a wmsh at all, 
wuth only half-a-dozen bnntoms showing^ w^ork out the claim by all means. 
You may be a w^ealthy man by the time you have finished ; if not, you will 
at any rate know something about washes, for in the meantime you will 
have studied the washes in the claims of your fellow--diggers, and may 
possibly have selected for yourself a particular fancy atone or bantom 
and be able to expound upon ivasbes, layers and alluvial digging in general. 

Bantoms and Indications. 

The "bantom^ is so called from a corruption of a Dutch vrord 
meaiii?ig "band-aroiind/' and although all bantoms have not a band around 
(hem at all, this is more or less the generally accepted derivation of the 
term. There exists a " banthorn^"' on the BraKilian fields, and some con- 
sider the term "bantom^' to have come from thence, along with the usual 
corruptions in transit. The river bantom when broken emits alternatiuET 
shades of light from the quartz, carbon, garnet, iron -pyrites— in some of 
the darker bantoms— graphite, and the various minerals of which it 
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com pulled, Timy aitj of viiriotis colours, sikos* am.! sliapos, uud receive a 
Ldim^Iiication aiikugvvii outride tim alluvial dig^giog Helds. Opinion as to 
I ho hesL baiiLoiii-vs ash to work upea is simply a matter of the individual 
dig.gt ’1 s fancy, as already explained. 

First in favour is the Jinslimer,” so named after an old digger, 
it may be any colour^ generally a greenish grey; or one may come across 
u light or dark-coloured Eushmer; but it is always striped round with 
ha mb ei various colours, very aniootli and poliehed^ and of liigh specihe 
gravity, itr. (J. H, Kashmer, of Klipdam, gives the following description 
(if Ids hantuur it is bean shape, colour grey and sometime^j yellow, anti 
like a diamond, very slippery, with tao gold stripes round the middle. Tlien 
come the dark^hlue bantom, the purple, water-melon-pip, liver-coloured^ the 
grey, nod ot Iters With cruder names. 

Auiong the associates of the bautoin, and regarded as indicators of 
the presence of diamonds, are the following: The boncstone, a perfectly 
wliite stone, more or less angular in shape; the jasper, either a light or 
dark-red; the catseye, of a greenish colour, marked with spots resembling 
the eyes of a cat; the greenstone again, along with the Kuehmer, is 
nearest in specific gravity to the diamond, some diggers classing the green, 
stone us a buntom. Block ies are small perfectly square cubes, ijseudoniorphs 
after iron pyrites, and composed of iron oxide of either a black or very 
brounish colour. TJio blmkklip and rooiklip, the former black and 
sparkling, tbei latfer deep and soft red, occur in some localities in red 
ground, and are conqxjsed of the valuable iron ore kno;vn as Hematite. 
All these, with some otlmrs, are mixed up with the ban tome in the wash. 
L’he specific gravity of the ban tom is 3.4 to 3.5, while that of the diamond 
is 3.52 to 3.53. 

Eiver garnets, wrongly called rubies, are found at varying inter- 
vals in the bantom wash in the red ground, but quite frequently in 
the deep ground and the river bed. Some garnets are of a deep blood- 
red commonly called pigeon-blood redj others are a beautiful wine-red, 
and 50 on, in varying shades ot red to very light pink, and weighing 
111 the aggregate half a carat to one carat, gnruet}? of two carnts nul 
being too plentiful, though the writer has seen one of 30 carats found 
at Gong Oong. The river garnet is very nearly of the same specific 
gravity as the diamond. 

Outside of the diamond, the palm for beauty undoubtedly belongs 
to the agate, of which exceedingly handsome spedniens have been found 
in large quantities in the rich runs at Droogveld. The agate, when cut 
and polished, mates beautiful useful ornaments as pendants for ivateh- 
chains or sleeve lints, and if one could obtain a number of agates, all 
clear and regularly striated, they would foim a collection of considerable 
interest and value. 


KYSTEMS OF AVOBKl^iiG. 

Red Ground. 

The nature of the alluvial ground along the river varies cou- 
si^lerably, and so also does the manner of working it. Probably the sim- 
plest of all is the almost ubiquitous red ground'^’ fo\iurl from Klerks- 
dorp down to Douglas, rot only along the boats of the river, as wa^ 
supposed in the early days, but often several miles from it. This ground, 
often only a few inches in depth, and seldom more than five feet, can 
l»e worked on a very small scale- Even now you can see tu'o white men 
working alone, or a man with one or two boys. In such cases, of course, 
the gear required is not elaborate; picks, shovels, a b^M, two tubs. 
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Ijuckc'ts. anil some vessels in whieii to store wntei'j coiupietiiig thu outfit. 
I lie w or in 11 ^^ is tlone by bniui* and tlie whole process is slow, and the 
resiilU sihUnn reinuikahle. In (.lie mi her years ul E]igj 4 ing. I (its luethod 
ol woi'k, more or less modified, was common, but since about 1890 or 



\Vinter*s Rush in 190S, ""Gkulwyn^s Claim.^^ 


IMI1, leimbilfnlly with the disiovery of Klipdsiin, the wmk tisiT. generally 
been enriied on by more aiiLbilieus means. The tubs and hand- wash 
liavi' been to sniiie extent Mipej>ei]ed (ly tlie machine, at iii>i nsnall.v a 
’* gravitator” or '' ei tent] ie"' (not ill-iiiuned). and later by the rotary. 'the 
nnniljer of hoy> lia$. intieust'iL until now um* sees larjje gang^ of natives 
loosening the .yroiiinL which is lironglit in triKdvS to the nuK-hine, and is 
subletted to Use inininuini of Iniadling hy (he boys, ^luch of iln^ ‘‘ rt^l 
grosinti/' when treatcEl in Uii- luansier, ]iays well enough, aitliough it tioes 
Tstvt equal the "deep grmsiid'' or Lhe river bed in its produE^tion of large 
nr liigli-qualit.y diamonds. 

Deep Ground. 

The term dt^ep ground^'' is applied to that diamoudiferous de- 
pr>sil which lies at such a depth under other graved, or perhaps liui^ 
strata, that it Ei'annot well lie worked from the surface. It is usual to 
sTUK a shaft, about six feet in diameter, hauling up and carrying away 
stones and rubble by means of a windlass, until the ^^layer^^ of gravel 
carrying tbo "'wash'' is struck, wTiieli may- be actually upon the bedrock, or 
not infrequonlly somewhat Eifuive it. The depth may he anything from 
lih til 190 feiU ^ in smive few iiii^tsj n^t^s, notafdy at Ihnig rbrn^. even tha( 
depth being exceeded, but on the average about 40 feet. Frequently the 
payable layer is so thin that it is uocessarv to take out a good deal of 
‘"dead gTonnd" to enable the boys to work it- Lateral drives, or tunnels, 
are put in from the shaft, and the stones of any size pulled up, until 
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(iu^iv ta? roam bolow tc thcmn I'hc ^^round is them Ijouled to iliy 

snrriu'cs ])ItL liiroUi^li tlif bebe, iUifi ivosltad. iisUiilly by liimfL 'I’ll is. ut 
cuiu’se, takes timt\ atifl the juea workfcl oat is small aompnrod to sui- 
Ifuee work, but when a ix^fiUy good wasli'* is slnif-k in dicp gniiind i1 
soltlom disappoints, llio diaiiJuiKls bciTig tound ’An^^- (ogetbur. (Jih'jU run.* 
](ns to lx* Inkon in (liiviia 4 to avoid iirri<lrnts, and tlirro art* ujuiiy rogiilu- 
tioos fraaicd by the mining authorities for the purpose, which are 
rigidly enforced* 

Paddocking. 

Of late yours iiiurli of the ground which nsed to be worked in 
the muiTiier descril>ed nbovo has Ix'un "])addocked" or worked "open." 
This means the removul of all the overburden and unpayable ground over 
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c'i considerable ureat and the haulage of the diamond-bearing deposit, 
r fiber by iiiean> of [liiwert'al craucs or by triirk' ruiiuin^ on nii inrlijir. 
This nitnle of wi tiffing is safer uiut iiiore saLislacioryj as it does awaj 
uitli the h^jivmg <jf‘ iiillnred i^yfumd Tioeessary in sJiaft and drive oi>ci atioiis. 
hill nalu rally il n*(<niic- consideiuble caintal. 



Eivur Bank, Austin’s Jxnsh, 

3o to ID foot stiiptung, all sliMvtd work. 

Breakwaters. 

But tlie particular form of digging which offers the best j)rizes* 
and which is most popular in consequence, is working in the river bed. 
Wlien the river falls to a low level, parties start working along the 
edge of the stteam. or in detached pools of water. Then also breakwaters, 
or dams, are put in to divert the stream, and when the walls are com- 
plete the water witliin them is pumped out, and work commenced In 
the bed. This can b« started usually about May, and continued until the 
river " comes down," which may happen at any time after September, 
but it is often as late as December* In former years these breakwaters 
were very small affairs, in most cases individual diggers putting in 
their owm walls, and only enclosing one or perhaps two claims; 
but during the last 15 years some very large arces have been drained 
and worked. Generally a nnraber of diggers form a syndicate, and con 
t tribute each a ,share of the expenses of construction and pumping, and 
then work out their claims. Sometimes one capitalist, or a company, 
puts in a large breakwater, and then either sells the claims to diggers 
or lets them out on shares. 


" 
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CJiK'ninj; of Tuiiiuil in Sliwft iOft, deep. Takt^ii from moiitl] of Sliufl 

at iLiid-day, 

[photo by C. J* Piiisoiis, Harkly Ws'.sL 


The river ground produces good quality diamonds, and also o 
viu’v largo jiorcoiitago of big stones. During tlie last twelve years, large 
breakwaters lias^e been put in at Earkly West, Good Hope, Gong Gong, 
Wnldeck s Plant, T-o uplands, Winters Hnsh, and Delpoort's Hope; also 
oil liie private properties of Pniel and the New Vaal River Diamond and 
Exfdnratioii (knnpanies' Estate^'. Diiriny^ the imst season the river lias 
been worked at Eland's Drift, and has proved very rich in places. 
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JDelpoorf's Hope Breakwater, water kalf pnmj^ed out. 
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Working in River Bed, Sydney. 
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iNiiit Ptjol li]c‘^ikv.3il'i>i- p<insi nictr^J ItJUL Approsini^itt^ 

Vielileci about worth of diamonds, Cliannel walls iioarlr 

ii inih' funk- Arva broka^n nff ,^>0 ohiiuL-? of ‘lOlt, (iUft. 



Outflow C]iai)iK'l and Hndgo at Sydney I’ont Pool Hivakwutoiy 1910. 






I 
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i riAin'FJ^ III, 


SOAFE Hlf^TOEK! ALI.UVTAL AND HIVEK-RED niAAlONDfl, 

*\'n£ (I'l'RiLipY I^AMONT),— Tlii> fim ill iiii|ioniii3ce. Jroin fitiimE 
poiiU' a\ Soiilli AfritMiii liL'^tiiry. k inuloublf'fUy tiip jilK^god first diiinioinl 
I'nUTid^ or ol IfOr-i llo' fir'-t diiUiioiul iiouh' iti E^oiifli Afrion* visi,, 

thr ‘M>"|Jeilly nijiiiiond;"’ whirh wnsi Ijmtiglit loildir notify' in (JrtobfO', 
lK(f7, Olid woisflii^d i’l litHr oror 21 roniU. Yarioii-s as eYIO Hif* arroiiiiN 
roFriTTirt* to liio finding nf Hu* iKnv famous diamond, tlio 
nrfoniit gh’on Iw Jack (t'l?oilly liiinsoli' to tlu> lato lh\ ATatHirws, 

in iSTfT, raiiiiot br (^oiit rovortod ; iiioroovor, I roca 11 that lily old iintdo, 
IJodoi'ii^k llaikrr, udio kinov fVlioiIly nnd his party well, ponsidored it tlio 
tino nnd eorreot ncjtonnt of tim finding of the O'TJeilly Diamond. 
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This is 0*Reilly'a own nbovy of the finding^ of the first diftinondt^ 

wns trodirt" round as usnal^ novor dreaming of 

a uy thing particular occurring, when in Octol>er, IS67, I out- 

spanned at a farm belonging to a Boer mmicd Nielrert^ clo^ie to the 
Orange Riiren His j^onngsters, when I camo there, were playing wi*h 
pebbles just like the ' alley tors' and ^commoners' beloved hy Ms.sU r 
BardelL in * Pickwick/ ::iid their father was etauding alongside watch- 
ing them, J^eeing me looking on, he pointed out one stone 

than the rest in the hand of a little Griqua servant boy svho n&s 

minding his children, and said: “ Dars a luooi klippe voor eeii hLi:st 

spell r" (There's a pretty stone for a woman’s brooch,) I had a diam uid 

ring on my finger, and I fancied I could see some resemblance to the 

cut stone, and, taking it from the boy, I tried to scratch my trials 

on the window pane, as I had somewhere seen that this was one f 
tests of a diamond* As soon as I found that the stone would cut glass, 
T offered to give Niekcrk, if he wmuld allow^ me to take it awmy, one-half 
of wliat I might get for it, supposing it proved to be a diamond. This 
he jumped at, I at once inspanned in y oxen into my wagon and went 
to llopetow^n. our trading centre at the time* When I got there I showed 
it to Solomon, the storckeei>er— yon must know him— wdio chaffed me, and 
laughingly bet me a 'dozen of Tieer' tliat it wasn't worth anything, 
and he remaiked that I must be an utter idiot to bother about such 
a nicH‘o’.s nest. From Kopetown I trekked on to Coles berg, where 1 took 
iinolhcr opinion. I asked the Eesident Magistrate this time. Tie wasn't 
^in'o wliat it was, but advised me to send it to Capetown* I didn't care 
1 1 do that, however, so I sent it to Grahamstown instead, where lived 

T>r, Atherstonc, who knows all about such things. When I arrived (licie 

myself shortly afterwards and saw him, he said there was no dqubt 

if was a diamond, and a good one too. Dr, Atherstone sent it to Hir 

Philip Wodehouse, then Governor, who bought It for £500, half of which 
1 gave, as promised, to Nicker k." 

stated by O'Reilly, the stone was bought (in its rough slate) 
by Sir Philip Wodehouse at the valuation placed upon it by Dr. W. (}* 
Ather^?toue, £50f>. Throii^^b Moils, E, Heritte, tllc FicncJi Cousiil :if ('npo. 
town, it was exhibited at the Paris Exhibition in. that year. Dr. W. G, 
Atherstone, who passed the verdict on this stone, and whose belief in 
the possibility of South Africa being a diamondif crons country was uu- 
shakeablej, vehemently urged that the Home Government should he ap- 
proached for the purpose of carrying out an extensive geological survey 
and examination of the country on a prof^pecting scale, for the simpic 
reason that the Colonial Government was so desperately hard up at that 
time that they positively could not afford to do so. However, the neces- 
sity for accepting an 3 " asustnnee from the Home Government was eTitively 
dime nway with by the discovery of 

“The Star of South Africa/'— This was found E>y Giiqua no ihc 
(he farm Sandfontein star that lighted the way for thousatids of 

adventuroufs spirits from many iniuls in their j-currh for tlm itrceious 
diamond? the star that praetit^allr rcrenled the fabulouFi wealtli locked 
np beneath the virgin soil of this Galilee of South Africa, 

Tt was a magnificent white, weighing carats, and Schalk 

van Niekerk sold it at ITopetown to Dilienfeld Brothers for 
1’his stone was subsequently exhibited in the rough at Pnvt 

EliBabeth and Capetown, and afterurards sent to England, and cut by 
Hone! A; Roskel, who purchased it, and finally sold it for £3(1.000 to the 
Earl of Dudley, It h now known as the ''Dudley Diamond." 


The " Star of the South^^ is cxpi-osslj mentioiK^d licre for tlie 

eake of explaining clearlj that it has nothing to do with South Africa, as 
some suppose. The diamond known as the "Star of the South" ie a 
liroziliiin stoiic, found in IS53 in the diamond area of Minas-Oeracs by 
an old negro woman. It is reported to be the largest of Eraziliaii stones; 
it weighed 254 carats in the roughs and was slightly off -coloured. Where 
this stone is to-day it is difficult to say. 

Great difEculty is met with in procuring reliable data in con- 
nection with the tinding of any large or remarkable Eiver diamonds, fcir 
unless one has the good fortune to come across the lucky owner or finder 
wlieii he is in the humour, it is a hundred to one that later on the 

latter lias reverted to a etate of impecuniosity, and does not feel dis- 

posed to speak of his past luck; and, this being a true account, the 
writer is not inclined to place anything on record that is not strictly 

accurate. Moreover, the finding of a diamond is treated by the digger 
as fairy gold and lucky, but to remain lucky demands the very strictest 
secrecy. 

The “ Fly’’ Diamond.— Old _\ntonip Williams, wlm later ran the 

pent at Windsorlon, was in paitnersliip with llobert Spahlin^:, and in ls72 
the latter hought a claim from h. Peppor, sen., at Waldeck's Plant, in a 
gully, now known as SjuitlPs Gully. Fjoiu this claim was unmivtlied n 
pure white octahedron, weighing fiO carats in the rough. The dianiuTnl 
received its name from there being something resembling a fly in the 
centre of it. 

The Stewart Diamond,*'— Prom this tlaim of f^palding and 
Antonie, at "WaMeck's Plant, came, j^et anotlier, and one of the most 
widely known of River diamonds, still remembered by tlm old Vaal 
diggers a.s the " Spalding'^ diamond, which was found during the latter 
end of 1S72. It was a light yellow, and weighed in the rough 2&S carats. 
The "Port Elizabeth Telegraph" of November 23, 1872, gives the following 
account of this diamond: "The claim from which this gem was taken 
was origrinalJy owned by a Mr. F. Pepper, by him sold to a Mr. Spalding 



Exact sbe of "Spalding” (now "Stewart” Diamond To-day. 
Stewart) Diamond, found at Found by Spalding's Party, 

Waldeck'fi Plant, November, 1S72. November, 1872, at Waldeck's 

223^ carats in the rough. Plant. 
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for and handed over b.y the latter to one Antonie, to work on shares, 
'L’he claim was qnite an outside one, and not thought much of by the 
invner, but ns others were finding iiear him, he thought it was Just 
possiblo he might also find a gem. He persevered until first ih© 'My* 
j>la month and next, after further toil, this prize rewarded his labour. 
Antonie's feelings when he first obtained a glimpse of the treasure may 
be better imagined than describech He says that he was working In the 
claim, wdmn be told liis hoy to leave off picking in the centre and com- 
Tiicncc at the side. Not being understood, he took a pick and l>egan 
himself, when he was suddenly held spellbound by the sight of a large 
stone witJi the primary aspect of a diamond, Por some minutes be 
could neither speak nor move for fear of dispelling the apparent illu- 
sion, but, coUeeting his energies^ he made a dart forward and clutched 
the prize* Pven then, however, he did not feel quite safe, and it re- 
qTiired a great effort to reach Hr, Spalding's cart, which had to be 
called into requisition. For two whole days he was unable to eat any- 
thing from the intensity of his excitement*'' This stone was eventually 
houglit by a inereliant at Port Elizabeth for £6,(HK» or go, a Hl^ Stewart, 
who shipped it to England, and had it cut and set. 

The Litkie Diamond,"— This unique stone, named after the 
buyer, E, M, Litkie, was found at Good Hop© in 1891 by a native, I 
(iunte the particulars as given to me by an old digger who saw the 
Slone, and who is convinced of his facts. It weighed in th© rough 205V 
eurnts, and was purchased for the ridiculous price of £250, made up in 
stock and otherwise. It was a perfect octahedron, and the most hand- 



The Jdtkie" Diamond." 20ai’ carats* 

[Photo by Middlehrook, Kimberley. 

somely elnrified Diver dianmiid known up to that time. On second 
liaudling it realised £600, finally fetching £1,050. Another digger who 
also saw this stone informs me that, after purchasing tbo stone fcsr 
£250 from a native, Buyer Williams immediately sold tho stone to 
Buyer Litkie for £1,250* How^ever, that does not alter the fact that 
diamond buying is not altogether an unprofitable game* 

“The Cams'' Diamond %vas also found about this time. It proved 
to be a mackl e-diamond of 107 carats, and fetc-hed only £300, 
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The " Beaiitnont Diamond’* Kras » 273 carats ckaTa.sci found at 
"Grootkop/^ Wind SOI ton j and gold for ti> 13. Oppcnh^^inaer. 

The Brady Diamond/"— This diamond was found in January, 
1902, and was until that time the largest Eiver diamond discovered, 
weighing 330 carats in the roughs and valued at £3,630, It was found 
on Brady's farm, at Fourteen Streams, by two old partner diggers, 
who were as inseparable as Castor and Folium, and who eame out to this 
country in 1S74 and worked on the early Capetown-Wellington railroad 
estension. They were know’n as the Two Billies" Powles and 

William Jennings), Both are deceased. The Brady" was a coated stone 
of good colour, but when opened up on the mill was found to be sptittecl, 
ami the cutter is said to hare lost heavily over it. 

The “ Orpin-Palmer” Diamond.— Slioitly after the opening of tlie 
Vaal Elver Estate Company, in 1902, Messrs. Orpin and Palmer (George. 
Hpn.) were digging under lease from the company, when the attention of 
George Palmer was suddenly arrested by the exclamation of one of the 
boys, w'ho, pointing to the rough rubble stones that had already passed 
over the ecreening, remarked that there w'as something that looked like 
it diamond* It proved to a diamond of 117| carats, of a dull while 
colour. It was valued by Mr, Arend Brink at £1,0{)0, and was purchased at 
that price by Mr, Morris Mendelssohn, The usual 10 per cent, charged by 
the company was not paid on this stone, as tlic company had promised it) 
forego its percentago on the first £1,000 stone found on the estate, and. 
further p to give a gold medal to the finder. This was done by Mr, S, 
Mendelssohn, head director of the company. Since then many diamoufl-^ 
above that size and value have been found on the Vaal Elver Estaten 
Had it not been for tlie lynx-eyed native, who, toitunately, was honest, this 
(jtone iv-ould have been lost to the owner; the boy's honesty was rewai'deii 
in the shape of a most liberal -'bonsella" (or gift). 

About this time a diamond of some 80 carats was found by 
Michael Breen on the Company^^i ground, and sold for £500, the iiieloi 
receiving llie bronze medal promised by the Company for the first £500 
etone. 


The Barkly Breakwater Diamond/* and others.— lit a break- 
water at Barkly, constructed at a cost of £1,000, 1 y Long Schmidt and 
Otto Bergstroom, backed by Mr. A, E. du Toit, who was the first man to 
start breakwaters on anything like a large scale at Kliudrift (Barkly West), 
Mr. Bergstroom, on October 20. 1905, vvhen returning fu hl^ 

claim after handing in bis diamond register at Baikly, had the 
above-named stone banded up to him by his piccanin wash boy. It was 
oblong in sbope. cf a dull steely colour, and thickly coated, weighed 109^ 
carats, and sold for £1,050. Among other stones found in this break- 
water may bo mentioned a T3 carat yellow found by Jack Hood, another 
of the same freight found by Percy Tozer, a 791 carat yellow stone by, 
S', von Musits, and one of a beautiful green tinge of 66 carats belonging 
to Mr. Adamson, of Barkly West. These stones averaged £6 10s. to £7 
per carat, as prices were running then. 

The ** Burgess Diamond/' — ^This ilmiuond was a sfitiarp. block of 
fine white cleavage, found by a native w’orking for Mr. E, Burgess, nt 
Klipdain No. 1, in the month of September, 1907, It weighed 220 carats, 
and was valued at £2,420* 
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The “ Otto Bergstroom Diamond’* cam© from tlic deep gfi'ound 
near the welhkaowD pot-holes of Gong Gong, It was found by Mr* Berg- 
stiooni in September, 1907, and realised £759 7s, 6d. It iveighed 131^ 
caraU, was of a clear jellow colour* and a perfect octahedron in sUap^e. 



The " Otlo Jicrgstroom Parcel,'* found at Gong Gong. 

The three top, 1^1 a carats, carats, and 'll carats. 

Total weight ol' parcel, carats. 

[Photo by S. McConnell. 


The Bcb Gove Diamond/*— Tln§ is at present the hugest River 
di.itmjrid ever found. The finder of it informs me that it u*as a well- 
sbaped, theiigli slightly irregular, octahedron, as the coi?yright illnstrsu 
(ioti ^hr.>W', with a small borehole on the one side, anti wa? a very 



The "Bob Gove** Biamoud, 

Largest River Diamond found. 337 carats. Found at DelpoorCs Hope, 

July, 190S, 

(Copyright, H. B. White* Longlanda.) 



clear jn&llow colour. It was fouiid in an old breakwater below Police 
Island, at Delpoort^s Hope, on July 23, 1903, by Bob Gore, wbilst bandling 
the rough sieve. It turned the scale at 337 carats, and was valued at 
£2,000, though what this stone actually realised is a moot point, as Gove 
received from Burgard, the storekeeper who was backing him with a 
small gang <xf four boys only, a lump emu us liU share. Where the 
stone now rests, or for what it was finally sohl, is a secret locked in 
the German breast of Burgard himself. 



'J1ie "John Holmes'' I’arcel,'^ found in deep ground, Gong Oong^ >rareti. 
1908. Total weight, 201 carats. (Copyright, H. B. "Wliite, Longland:!.) 


The John Holmes Parcel.”— The deep ground at Gong Gong 
Jius ijeon ii'sponsiblc i'oi jnany a beautiful and yaliiablc goin, ami lit It 
indeed hove Ijcen the finds in and ueai it.s famous ]>ofc-Jioles, and the 
a dj a emit " Bergstroom's J/rospeet.^' The genis licie illustrated were found 
in ^fareli, 11MJ8, at a depth of liH feet, on the side of a stone reef in a very 
rich pocket scooped out like a finiucl. The total weight of the paved was 
201 carats, the two largest weighing 65^ and fifi camts ref?i>ectivdy. 'Phis 
jx’Cjless parcel realised but five guineas a carat, owing to tlie slump in th^ 
diamond market at the time. 

The Finebergdones Diamond."'— This splendid byewater of 20()1 
earaU was found on April IT 19U, in a shaft 20 feet deep, on the Vaal 
River liistute, in the lime kopje of Niekerk’s Hush, and a few feet from 
I ho boundary line dividing the Vaul Hiver Estate from the Gnveni incut 
ground. It wag ratlier irregular in shaix?, and though of a yellowish 
colour^ liko most largo bye water diamonds, it showed a. very clear whito 
in the centre. It w-aa handed up to the working partner, Jack Jones, by 
the pick boy, who could not be convinced for some time that it was 
reftlly a diamond. Tho atone was valued at £9 a carat, but I he partners 
CTentually sold it to Mr, Max Abeche, of Kimberley, for £10 a carat. Mr 
I'ineberg considers that the stone might easily realise to-day £12 or £li 
a carat. It almost turned the weighing scales in tko shop at 2o'i. avoir- 
dupois. 
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Ibe FiDebcig-Jones''' DiamoiuL 

ilOBi ciu’als, Fouiui on Vaal River Ei^tate, Kiekerk's. Felelied 
n(> per carat Compared wiLh signet riiig^ at side. 



^V'ebstcr's Kopje DiamoiKls found by Wilson, Deccml>cr^ 1307. ^ Largo 
stone J2i carats i fimall one at side 6 carats, value* approximately, £l,5aO. 

[Photo hy Si ^^fcCDtuieil- 
LISCOVERV OF THE DROOGYEJJJ ^^SLUIT/^ 

Undoubtedly the rieliest alluvial diamond- be a ring* '"'^sluiF'' the 
diamond world can record is that of Droogveld, discovered in 1912. Hero 
are the bare facts of its discovery: The area wliere this "shiiF^" exists had 
been prospected time and again by various prospectors, old hands, and 
new oiiuros* and passed over as worthless. In 1912 a herd boy, looking after 
oattlo belonging to two diggers named '"Bill" Johnson and "Jack" Love- 
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fi'rove* examined one of tlio old prospect toles. Being an old olaiin- 
labourerp he, of course, knew all about bantoms/^ This herd boj picked 
out some excellent " bantoms"^ from the old prospect hole, and took these 
" bantoms'"' to "BilT' Johnson, Bill went to the hole, and tried a "wash/' 
which he found most promising. Major Tuekey, residential director 
of the Company, was approached, and permission obtained for the right 
of prospect over an area of fire hundred claims, and thus the rich "eluiC' 
was discovered. The walls of the " sluit*' ran perpendicularly down from 
twenty to forty feet from the surface to the bottom, and were of solid 
rock* The "slnit" proper was about lOO feet wide and a couple of miles 
long, and after its discovery every square inch was quickly pegged-o5 by 
tbe diggers* Work really started there in June, 1912, and at once affected 
the Company's output, which ran tip to carats (worth £124,770) for 

the six months up to the end of the year. In the next twelve months 
the output was 50,070 carats, worth £336,266. Some of the lucky diggers in 
tbe " si nit" ultimately cleared sums of from ten to twenty thousand pounds 
ojich, and bought tbemselTes farms, among these lucky ones being Coni” 
mandant Ir* B. O’Donovan. Messrs. W. Black, R* Bridges, J* Hartwell. 
■' Jack" Lovegrove, and A. Geyer, whilst others invested their money and 
retired to live in England. 

I can but mention a few finds of this wonderful "sluit” and the ad- 
jacent rich runs of Droogveld which occur to me at the moment: — 

"Jos Coxdell's Biamoxd,” found in the "sluit" October, 1912, 
weighed 114^ carats, value £1,006. 

"Haetwkll & Brijjges' JliAJLONij/^ fouud iu the "sluit" January. 
1913, weighed llT^ carats, value £1,400; and another gem of this partnership 
in July^ 1914, 130^ carats, value £1,040. 

“J. Sarson's Diamond," found in the " sluit" ^Martb, 1913, weighed 
130 carats, value £1*740. 

"Kenneov Bros. & Wise Diamond," found in the " shiit" Ivoveraiicr, 
1913, weighed 121 J carats, and sold for £1,275* 

“Fred IM.ark’s Diamond,” found at Droogvcld No* If, Septembnr, 

1912, weighed 104 i carats* A-aluc £1,260. 

"The Ben Enoel,sma*S" Diamond," found Droogveld No. 3, 24tli June. 

1913, was a ftrst Cape-white octahedron of 125 carats weight, and was pur- 
chased by Mr. ilax Absche, of Kimberley* for £1*687 10s. 

"Tbe Rhodesia Smith Diamond,” weiglied 160J carats* valued at 
£1,700, and found at Droogvekl No. T^, on August 16th, 1913. This diamniui 
was picked out of the gravel face of an abandoned claim (in the 
reserved area which had been worked by the New Vaal River DiamoTul and 
Exploration Company! by a nativ^e labourer who had descended into tbe 
claim for natural purijoses. The boy handed the stone to his employer, Mr, 
Samuel James Smith—better knowm as Rhodesia Smith — who in tarn 
handed it to tbe New Vaal River Diamond and Exploration Company. The 
Company handsomely rewarded the "boy*” arid offered Smith £200, which 
Smith declined, saying that he did not want to be paid for being honest* 
and ho askod that the amount should be divided amongst various liOndon 
Charities which be named. 

"Lucas Goakes' DiAMONn,^’ found at Droogveld No. 3, Slst Octo- 
ber, 1913 weighed 1%| carats, value £1,770 15s. 

"The Drdogveu) Ameer Diamond'' was found by the digging partner- 
ship of Lucas Bros & Bowker on 31st Octoljer, 1913, at Droogveld No. 3, and 
weighed in the rough 178i carats, the Company's valuation being £804 for 
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til© ston©^ The partnership, however, refused this valuation, and exported 
the stone One of tho partners informs me that since » ben tiie gem has 
been cut into a brilliant of 60 carats. Sir Wra, Crookes has examined the 
diamond, and pronounced it to be a genuine golden amber, and the best 
culouLod stone lie bus ever ?ecn An otter of £G,(KK) has been refused for it* 

“ Fakmar & CoCKixG Diamoxd,"^ found Drougveld No, 3, April, 1914, 
weighed Jl3i eai-ats, value £1,030, 

“ M. J, Botiu Diaiioxd," fuund Droogveld Xo. 3, 1914, of 123} 

carats, valued at 

“*T, J, DU Flkssib Diamunu,’’ found Brotigveld Xo, 2, July, 19H, of 
119} carats, valued at £1,320, and the partners, Hreen & Pettit," had one 
diamond of ill carats, valued at £93{t found at Droo^jveld No, 1} on 31st 
Ih^vLunber, 191 1, and one more recently (12th Mareh^ 1915), of 122 carats, 
valued at £1,037, 

You nutu rally ask wliah was the present writer doing at the time 
of these rich finds. Dear reader, I did peg -off at Droogveld, but, like the 
man who fell out of the balloon, I was not in it! 

“The Harry Young Diamond" eaine from the river bed at a 
place known as the Horse-Shoe Bend, on account of the sharp angular turn 
taken by the river at this point, between Niekerk’s Kush and Keiskainnui, 
This diajiiond was lonnd on lltEi Juh\ 1913, and like most of t]ie larger 



Tlie ■' Hiury Young Diamond," 2691 i^arats, value £2*7UIL 
[Photo by if. B. White, Longlands, 

Slones, was of a yellow colour; it wji-s octahedron in ,shape, and turnefi 
the scale at 269} carats, possibly the largest diamond found on the Vaal 
River Estate ground. It sold for little over £10 per carat, realising £2,700. 

“ Tht. A. Steyn Diamond" was an Austin^s Kush akino valned at 
£1,555, Tvoighing 141^ carats, and found 3rd ifay, 1912. 

The Van Zyl Diamond," — If ever a diamond was welcomed by 
mortal man, it was this same gem* I give Erikkio Tan ZyPs own account 
of iti discovery. He says : " It was discovered on December 19, 1913, on 
a Friday, at Ca wood's Hope, Pniol EstaU- It« actual weight waa 239) 
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earatfi^ in shape a porft’ot octahedron, and deeply tinged irith yello'ir, 
and wafi clasfsed as a second Cape. It was picked ont of a round hollo’ps' 
filied with gravel in the hard rock, and banded to me by one of my 
pick boys, Klein Kooi, A little while afterwards, my residence being 



The “ Van Zyl Diamoisd/'' 2211 Jr carats. 

[Photo by J, Watson, Kiuibcrlcy.J 

close by, 1 put the diamond into the hand of my four-year-old son to 
present to bis mother. Tho little fellow exclaimed as loudly as he could; 

Ma! Keik bier wat voor ecu mooi olieklip bet Pa gekrei W and placed 
I be gem in bis motlier's nand. Mre, Van Zyl was for a raomecfc speech- 
less, and could hardly realise that the stone belonged to me. 1 was very 
far back financially, owing money running well into four figures, and X 
felt as fJiotigb some unseen hand had lifted a big mountain of! my shoul- 
ders. It was disposed of on Saturday, Deeeniber 20, at Barkly West to Mr. 
C, Kouiiltlstui, ot the finn <if Mac-Gill A: Konaldsou, at the price ol 

5^10 |>er carot, totalling X!2,202 Ifis,. although valued previously at niily 
10s. per carat by the purchasing firm. The diamoud was the largest 
ever found on the Pniel Estate, and at the spot it %yiis found digging 
operations had been earried on for the previous half-century!” 

The Dan Campbell Diamond,” uiiearthed during the mo nth of 
ApriU 1916, from the old river bed at Gong Gong, weighed 192,\ carats, and 
srdd for Sr-ijm. 

Here is an instance of luck on the Kiv'cr, M'^ithin only the past 
few months a new comer arzuved and started digging outside one of the 
fissures at Barkly West with a gang of four boys, and in less than threfi 
weeks was row aided by the finding of a beautiful first Cape ot^ahedron of 
I2f carats, which fetched £217. Many a similar instance could be 
related. 

Whilst sending this book to the Press we learn that Mi\ JR. J. 
(Bob) Craig has found a stone on the Vaal River Estate just over JOO 
carats, which realised £1,725. Good luck to him! 
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CHAPTER IV. 


DIAMOND VALUES AND DIAMOND BUYERS. 

Tho f'om para tire values of oiamouds liave varied enormouply ,sino(> 
diggers first began their searcL for the gems on tbe hanks of the Vaah In 
llie earliest days tliey apparently fetched a good price, but after the dis- 
covery of the mines and the vastly increased output, the values declined 
greatly. The diamond being purely an article of luxury, the market has 
always been exceedingly sensitive; the slightest political or financial 
trouble invariabb' causing a sharp drop in prices, and if prolonged o; 
serious, actual panic may occur. 


PERSONALIA: THE DiAAtOND BUYERS. 

In 1885. a finanelal crisis of an acute nature caused a slump in 
the market, and prices fell to an unprecedentedly low figure, not only on the 
Riverj but also in Kimberley, and the oiitltxjk was very serions. TIih 
D e Beers t'ompany held a very large reserve stock of diamonds, and 
altliough the presstire was relieved by one or two oi the biggest dealer-^ 
taking over large parcels, it was evident to the heads of the industry that 
it was necessary to obtain and keep control of the market. With th!?^ 
object, the Diamond Buying Syndicate was formed, the first firms in it 
being Alessrs, Wernher, Beit & Co., Messrs, Barnato Brothers, Messrs. 
Dreyfus, Bernheim k Co., Messrs. Dunkelsbiihler & Co., and Messrs. 
J osep h B ro tb era . 

The Syndicate contracted to take the whole production of Dr 
Beeia Company, and the wnsdom of thus establishing control of the 
market has been amply proved since; and never more conclusively than at 
the outbreak of the present war, when the Syndicate was found to be hold- 
ing about £1,000^000 worth of diamonds, which, it was decided to lock 
away and hold until affairs improved. The result of this policy is seen 
in the present healthy condition of the market, which would certainly 
have collapsed entirely, possibly for years, had this enormous quantity 
been forced to a sale. 
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Hirwr diggers haye all along benefited to an inestimable extent 
by the control, and they oaa thank tJie Syndicate for the present free and 
bjoyant condition of the market. The represcntatiyes of the Diamond 
Syndicate along the Eiver are Messrs. A* W. Weather by and K> S* Clmt- 
field, who are thoroughly popular^ and purchase their full share of the 
output. 

For many 3 *ears after the opening of the alluvial fields the 
buyers, juojninciit amongst w Iiom were Messrs, Julius Pam, D, M. lutkie, 
and Trutenbach, carried on their business in very informal anil 
unconventioiiHl manner, going round through the cluiins and buying 
stones tliere. I’liis was known as kopje walloping*" Afterwards, 
things were done in a more decorous fashion; encli buyer bad his own 
office on the different diggings, with his ilag flying ov'or it, and a hoard 
bearing hi,s name affixed to the door or walls* This change, which was 
due to the requirements of the Diamond Detective Department, was 
xv-c1conied by the diggers, Atention may he made? of a few of the bn^^ers 
in Ihe 'eighties and "'nineties, 

Air. P. W. Williams and Air, J. T^. Fraser, unlike most of their 
confreres, ilid not live in Kimberley, but at Union Kopjt% Gong-Gong, 
and Ixuighi there and at the other diggings. The former was a iiarticu- 
hirly wcdl read and interesting man, and generally acknowledged to Ije tlu‘ 
host antlHjriiy on the River on the question of tlie value and place id' 
iuigin of a diamond. His expert opinion was often appealed to in High 
Gonrt cases relating to diamond.s, Air, Fraser was a well-likeil dealer, 
and Ids uiusleal taleiitij often afforded groat pleasure at social gatherings. 

Mt. F, a. Eowley was for some years prohahly tlie best known 
buyer up and down the River, and bought more than an.v other. Tie 
wu.s a man of infinite sympathy and kindness of heart, and his purse was 
always open to the necessitous digger* 

Mr. Tom Bell was a familiar figure for many years; he is now 
buying on the Trane van! FiebD. ATessr®. Kraups Hrothers were large 
dealers* who were always open to give a good price for a bij^ stone or 



TOM BELIj — old River Diamond Buyer, now at fJoeinliof. 

choice parcel. Air. FI. J. G. Roberts Ixmght for years in connection with 
the above firm, and was speeinlly known as the right man to whom to 
take a Fancy stone. He is still buying on the River, together with itr. 
Rogaly. 



Mr ^'Sarninx’^ Wifson, of Windsorton, Jieknowkdgf’d to bo tlio 

oHof'f Hivtr diaimmd buyei, tie stiJl i^eddo^ at ’WiurtEortcnii hie old head- 

qijhi’tHfi, 



S. ^SA.\IMY) WIl^ON. AekiionlcHged oldest Kivor diamond 

iniTei- Eosidoiite, Windisortori. 


"GEOKDIE*^ A ARONSON. Eirev Diamond Buyer for past 
J3 years* 

Mr, Goordio*^ Aaron son bas been a conspicuous and popular 
personality tor tMrty-tliree years* A good sportsman and ot 
an expan^^ive ani genial nature, be is known to ei^eryone, Mr. 
D* MacGill first appeared in ^the character of a digger, but 
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G. SL’OTT KONALDSON, 

Jiiver LMainoiui Buyer (aeknowledgod expert on llivor 
stones.) 

exeluiiigeil flint role for tiie more ConiforfcaMe and lucrative career of a 
buyer, in conjunctkm vritii Mr, E. A, Bowley* After tlm latter gentle- 
(iiiin's death, he continued to deal in diumonds in partnership with Mr. CE 
Scott Ronaldso?!, who has been coiineoted with the trade ever nsince liis 
qeliool day??; and wluit Mr, Konaldsori does not know about it must surely 
he 11 negligible quantity. He is an acknowledged expert on l?ivei 
diamoTids, Managing JJireetur of Pnielsj Ltd., and on the Board of the 
Xe;v Vaal River Diamond and Exploration Company. 

Mr. H. Prince and Mr, N. F. Marcus are both good sportsmen, and 
justly popular both in business and socially. 

Mr. Peter Clarke, who was for long years a digger, is a most 
estimate figure, with an unfailing fund of anecdote. There are at 
present many other buyers who pay regular visits to the Diggings, jnd 
each of them appears to make a tolerably good living; at all eveajs, 
none of them show any intention of abandoning the occupation in order 
to adopt digging as the more profitable proposition— but spacfl does not 
allow of individual mention of them all. 
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HARRY J. GEO. ROBERTS. 

I)i uiiond Broker in Lonf^on 1SS2-1SS4 ; Diamond Broker aiid Valuator in 
KimhpiTey, 18^^6-^R9fl: Biiyinp on tlie River sinoe iSUi. 
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ALF1?ED KOGALY. 

Diara«nd Buyer, Kimberley, since 1SS2. 


77 



authur wy^sNe weathe^iby, 

HiTtr Diggings Diamond Buyer. SO yeaiV e:Ep6rience of diamonds. 




It AERY PRINCE. 
River Diamond Buyer, and 
Popular Sportsmau. 


N. F. MARC as. 
River Diamond Buyer, 
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A. ,J. hlLVEKSXON. 
Official Valuator at Sydney 
1905-1912, and still buying on 
Eiv^r. 


ROBERT DUI'llii: 
LAWKENCB. 
Diaiuond Buyer, lejj re- 
senting G. If. Bonuj^ and 
Messrs. Joseidi Bros, 



EOBEHT i^IEVEWElGilT CHATJQELD, 
Diainojid Buyer on Biver. Golf 
Champion, Kimberley, 191 M2- 13 
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H. I'EIEJSJ) CLAYSON 

Old digger— now bviying. One of tlie biggest "bnekers" of diggers 
in GiiqunbuKl West* (Baiklj West). 



I.IONEL A. 11 . JiLrUIEBEODCD 
Dianjond Merchant* Kiinheidey High ^icdiool boy. De Beers 
Diamond OfEice, 13 yeai's (now River Diggings, BarkB' West). 
Held Mile Running Championship for several years^ and held 
Griqualand AYeat Tetmi& Cbampionsliip^ 1905. 



CHAPTER V. 


ADMINISTRATION AND OFFICIALS. 

It is evident that an industry enga^jing so many individuals, and 
covering so wide an area as does alluvial digging on proclaimed farms, as 
distiDguisIied from private estates (to which the following remarks do 
not apply), requires a eonsidorahie amount of Governmental administra- 
lioiu and it is a tribute alike to the tact and capacity of the officials, and 
the good sense and orderly instinct of the diggers, that this proceeds so 
smoothly and with so little friction. At tho head of the system are 
two Aiining Commissioners (although in the Cape Province tliere is no 
ofher official designation than Inspector of Claims), 

One of these administers the proohumed diggings from Warrenton 
down the River, with his office at Barltly AVest, and the other (stationed 
ai Klerksdorp) controls the much more recent Transvaal fields. In each 
office there are tw'o or more assistants, and tlie staff is completed by several 
mining constables who periodically visit all the diggings, measure off the 
claims, and generally see that the work is carried on with due regard to 
safety, and in compliance with regulations. 

The duties of the Mining Commissioner, or Insjiector of Claims, 
are many and various, and often delicate, in addition to issuing 
licences, Iransfers, ami other official forms, he is the Court of Appeal 
in all case.s of disputed ground and other questions. AVlien called in to 
settle such disputes, he empanels two responsible and well-known digger.^ 
to hear the evidence with Iiltn, and, if they differ, his decision is con- 
clusive. It is not too much to say that the verdict is invai iably accepted 
without demur, and is recognised as being given w'lth strict impartiality. 

In the event of a nevr area being proclaimed a public diggings, 
the Mining Commissioner (or Inspector of Claims) lias to attend in person 
and read the Act of Proclamation, He sends in at the end of every year 
io the Mines Department a re]>ort of that yearns work and the events 
in Ijis district, recording all accidents that have* occurred, and also 
giving statistics of the nuuiher of alluvial diggers, the finds for the year, 
and the amount w-hich the diamonds realised. He also iucludea in his 
jurisdicHon any mines which are situated in hie district. 

The first Inspector of Claims at Barkly AYest was Mr. AA^. Franklin, 
who held the office from its inception until 1906, when he retired on 
pension. He was an exceedingly active and capable official, who com- 
manded the respect and regard of the whole community. He was also 
a good eportsraan, and in every w'ay a splendid man for the position. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Herbert Rees, who had already had 
many years* experience in the Claims Office, and had nothing to learn 
when he took over the I'oins. During the ten years that ho was Iiis|>ector 
amj Registrar of Claims he enjoyed, tho full confidence, and even affection, 
of the diggers. Like hia predecessorj he was an out-aiuhout sportsman, 
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and took a liTely interest in everjtking that helped to cheer and enliven 
the lot of the ’nbole body of residents in the district,. Amidst general 
regret he li^'as transfer red^ in 1916, to Klerksdorp, there to administer the 
Transvaal fields as Commissioner of lEines, 

Hig successor is Mi\ J. T, Aiidas, formerly of Natal, who, judging 
from Avhat has already been done during his short occupancy of the 
office, hkU fair to maintain the traditions of harmonious relations be- 
tween the Government officials and the diggers. 


Pirst Inspector of Claims, Barkly West, ltK)6, 

\VM. FRANKLIN (centre), and his sons, Arthur (left), 
Clifford and Gerald (right). 








J. T. Inspector of Claims Earkly West, 
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(Illicit Diam^jncl Buying) ON lEE BIYEB. 

Onti of Lhe aliief rli;iwl>atks to digging is tlie constant leakage 
caused by tJie theft o£ diamonds by natiyc labourers* Owing to 
its small bulk a diainoiul is of all objects the easiest to purloin and 
conceal, and in spite of the strictest supervision, it is almost impossible to 
prevent a smart boy” from getting away with stones if he is determined 
to do so- and, of course, it is the large and valuable diamonds vvliieh are 
the most noticeable daring digging operations. It is felt, too, that there is a 
too easy elmnnel at hand for the disjiosal of stolen diamoTids in the 
presence of the native iicensecl digger, who may be the thief's father, unt Ic, 


Lieut -Colpiiol T. J. WYNNIL 

[Aiipolnterl Chief, Diamond Detective Department, Griqna- 
land West, and Deputy Commissioner South African Police, 
1st December, 1915, previously quarter of a century in Police 
Force of Cape Province, including ten years as Chief In- 
spector, Diamond Detective Department, on the Diamond 
Fields^ \ Justice of the Peace for the whole of the Cape 
Province.] 
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Diamondfs swalkived hy and retrovorpd from one 
(Kindly koit hy the owners.) 


Tlie valuation of the diamonds shown above is as follows;—' 
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Total 

weiglil of diamonds — 318 carats. 



Total value— £1,067 4 6 


These diamomls weie recovered many years ago^ and to-day would ho 
worth £4,000. ni n 
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brotlier, or other relation. It is not suggested that all ''hoys*' are 

tbievfiK, or that every native digger is a party to the evil complaiued 
of, but the fact remains that the opportunity is there, and 
tho temptation great, while it is notorious that many good 
stones reacli the market, not tlirough their legitimate ow^nei\ 
l)ut thiongli the medium of some native who holds a licence. 
It is also evident, as the records of the Detective Department 
:ih<iwv that some white men whose standard of morality has shrunk, 
iiave engaged in this shameful traffic, which is the more disgraceful in 
their ease than in that of a native, seeing that they should know Vrtter 

rlian the latter the iniciuity of the crime, and must be aware tliat they 

^nsibly damage the respect due to the superior race. 

For the protection of the indostiy the Detective Departmeni. 

f^tations officers at various points along the l?i\ er, and these remler good 
Service in bringing offenders to biH>k. They uiuloubtedly do thc^ir be^t 
in very [liffietilt ci rcu mstance-j, but t lie re is a general eonsonsiis of ojnnujii 
(l,iat they miglit w iih advanlago be ]iernn(fed Ifv ihe DepJii i iiient to uiakc 
a fiver use of tin* '"trapping” s.viteiiK winch is the only practical way to 
deal siU'Cc's-if ii1ly with this serious evih Ferhaps. too. a little nuuv 
hditude migld be given to the nigger-’’ Com niit tees in this eoiinetlfun. 
alwa.vs eoneeding that the detectives are not haiupered in any way. 
livery digger lia^i to kec^f) a register nf diaiunuiU fotiml in his elaiiu. and 
mo-^t make u return mrinllily to Ihe Heteetive Department, showing the 
wvight in carats nud the amount for wdiicli he has solcL 



Mioev and ]hf^-t {iftiec* StalT. Ihn-kly Wcvl 

fldioto by i\ d. Pardon-.. 

f P. P. Thomas {derk. Mines Office). J. Doynton (Postmaster); (sitting) W -T 
Mattlieivs (Chief Clerk), J. A, Does (Mining Constable), J. T. Anda^^ 
Onspettor ot Ctaiins). Xfiss A. AL Daker ('Pyiust, Alines isffierb Miss C. 
Ciuidner (Poiit Office) ,1. Aiulas, junr. {standing). AV. Kivtdor {MessengiU’. 
Mines Office), and 'I’lios. L, Terpend (Secretary, U.L.H. Diggers* Committee).] 


STAIISTICB. 

The number of diggera on the fields Taries very much from Hme 
to time, being mfiuenced by many things. When prices fall to a low 
level* there is a considerable esodns of younger men to other occupations; 
when they rise, there is a corresponding increase in the numbers. At 
present^ in spite of prices ruling high, there is^ to the honour of the 
('ommunity* a small number on the rolls com pa ml to some j^ears* owing 
to so many of the men of military age being away doing their duty to 
.South Africa and the Empire, cither in Europe or East Africa. 

A similar state of affairs obtained during the Boer War, and 
then, as in the present gigantic conflict, the ^fighting men from the Hivor 
proved themeelves of excellent quality, as might be pxjjccted from their 
condition of life, A large percentage of the men, as high as 30 per cent., 
have obtained commissions. 

There are to-day, exclusive of those working on the Transvaal 
fieldfl and on private estates, about diggers. Tim revenue accruing 

to the Government from the diggings from Wedburg down to Douglas, f<»r 
the financial half-year April to BeptcJiiber, iDifi, whs X;j,01t 4s. fid. Tn 
these six months theso 1.3f)ft claimholders fcnind diamonds wei^jhing 34,7271 
carats, valued at £234,0-56 12s. Od. 


CILST'TER VI. 


Ti)\\:SS, VUJ.AGEB AND CAAIES, 

The parlieet caniim formed by Hie digge rs on llie IlIVGI were Eniel 
and Klipdrifl (soon after its foumlation renamed Darkly), These two 
camps faced one another afi'iiss tim Viml. riml uliereas tlii' former wtx^ 



View of Barkly West from Melville Park." 





West since 1?S7<5. Ctia-irnmn Barklv Weal Villag^J Mftiiaiieirjeta Uoattl, l»0ij 
Clcivenmiant nominee for School and liodpilnl Boards; iiKml^r DiTisional Council j 
Mayor of Barkly Wm aitioe iiKsotion of Mnnicipalitj in ll^U. 



MANUEL LEO GENUSSOW. CHAS. E. M. HONEY, M.lM 

First Chairman Barkly 
Chamber of 
('ommerce. 






P. F, WINDSOR, J.P. 

AFanagfing Director of P. P, Windsor ^ Co,^ Ltd., of 40 yeaiV standing. 
The toivn^' Winds orton” is named after him. 


Windsorton Pont Reiluated, 
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deserted upon the diewTerj of the Kimberley mines, and has never aiuce 
been more than n " camp,'" the latter progreaeed for years as a village, 
until n few years ago it bluasomed forth as a town, with a regiilai: 
mimieipal oiitiii*" This aurvival and growth are owing largely to 
Barkly being tlio centre of the district, as well as, for many years, of 
the diggings. It is the seat of the Civil Commissioner,. the Inspector of 
Claims, and of the various officials connected with the digging indnetry. 
Here are the offices of the Divisional Council, the District School Board, 
and also the parent River Hospital, two good hotels, and a congiderable 
number of well-equipped stores, and al^o the oldest library in the district. 
fiLirlng the last two years a Chamber of Comoierce has been formed in 
Barkly, and incidentally it may be nientioTied that a suggestion from this 
body is responsible for the appearancse of the present volnme, 

Barkly is a pleasant little place, with some really good buildings, 
plenty iif tree’s, and it possesses in iU quiet and shady cemetery the 
oldest hurying ground on the Diamond Fields, The camps next in order 
of foundation were Hebron (now Windsor ton). Wed burg, and Robinson's 
Kopje, Gong Gong, Waldeck'^s Plant, Longlands, Win tor's Rush, Dclpoort's 
Hope, and Niefcet^'s Rush. Windaorton, in particular, has shown itself 
quite up to-date in its excellent system of electric lighting, its improved 
streets, and other public works, and is quite wortliy of its recent promotion 
to the rank of a municipality* 

All those towns and nainps are still existent in varying stagey of 
vigour, and h?ive for many years been transformed from congeries of 
tents and other temporary shelters to settled clusters of bouses, most of 
them constructed of wood and iron, but including many really comfortable 
and not unsightly buildings of brick, with iron roofs* 

Much later on there niosie the lars^e camp? nf Klipdam and the 
neighbouring farms, and later still those centreing round Christiana, in 
the 'rruusvaal, and mi the ofipoaitc hank of the river in the. Free State, 
Again, soma years passed before the large camps at and above Bloemhof, 
and aliuiist up to Klerksdorp, came into existence. Even in the oldest 
of thf diggings men tinned above there is still surprising vitality; several 
fif them were spoken of twenty years ago as either worked out or at the 
point of exhaustion. Right irp to the present day good patches and 
large finds fonHnue io make their apppurancf\ notably on the various 
fissures mi the Rarhly Common age, riinniiig into the adjoiniug farm 
^U^nnd Rope/" at Gong-Gong. Walrleck's Plant and Keiskamma, Tlie 
main comps along the River are to-day linked up by a telegraph ami 
tid^phone service. 

At all the above places men are working on a large scale, having 
gooil machinery* pimipiug water from the River to the work,s, and in all 
respects carrying on operatinus in a thorough and bnsineBsdike manner 
wliirh v^-nuld amaze the diggers of the early days if they could revisit the 
scene's of their strenuous but primitive labours. 

Both Borkly and Windsorton boast branebes of bunks, the former 
of the standard Bank of South Africa, and the latter of the National 
Bunk of F!onth Africa. At Syflney-on-Vaal also* on the property of the 
NVw Vaal River Diamond auri Exploration Company, there is a branch 
uf the Nation nl Bank. 

Mention of Sydney remiuds one that this is iu many respects the 
most np-to-date township on the River. Tt is but mere Justice to state 
that, thanks tc the enterprise and energy of the Company and its local 
officials, a hare and forbidding ridge has been converted into a green an<! 
attractive oasis amid a siir rounding desert of sand. All the buildings 
about the square are substantial and imposing. There is a good hotel, 
a fine seboobbouae. the bank, and a most excellent library, where in 
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Major H. P, TUCKEY, J.P. 

[Joint Managing Director and Cliairnian S.A* '^ard of the New ¥aa! Eiver 
Diamond and Exploration Company^ Limited; Chairman Lower Hiver 
Diggers’ Hospital and School Committee, at Sjdney-on-Vaal; President of 
various Sporting Chibs on Lower Eiver Diggings; past President Diggers^ 
Union ; and past Chairman DX.E. Diggers* Committee ; late Major Kalihari 

Horse.] 

addition to aome books on the shelves, one can see most of tbe best 
magaainee and periodicals. The town is clean and well kept, and 
possesses a good eleetris light service. Here also is a well-situated and 
exeelleatly equipped hospital, which has already proved a boon to 
residents on the Lower River. 

The large alluvial area of Droogveld, which, when opened in 1!107, 
came in for such wholesale condemnation, has since mot only vindi- 
eated the opinions of the Comi>atiy*s officials and the prospectors, bnt has 
caused more stir in the diamond world than any other alluvial field. 
It has proved in places phenomenally ricli, and has provided eeverul of 
the lucky diggers there with a competence for life. The original 
is now worked out, and finds are much less than they were three or four 
years ago, but there is so large a quantity of gravel on the property that 
one may confidently look for the discovery of numerous other good 
patches, 
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l.Kjut J. VAN PHAAGJI, J.P, 

[Joint Managiny: l>ir«ctor New Vaal Eiver Diamond and Exploration Co., 
Ltd. ; President Baikly West Distrkt Turf Cliib^ and of many AtljUdn- 
Clubs; Past Chairman Lower Uiver L^iggers’ Hospital Board and Sydney 
Public Library. Alilitary Service: Matabele Pebellion, Soutli African 
Pelxiliion* and German East Campaign^-Paymaster 12th S,A. Infantry.] 

On tije adjoining property of Pniel, which belongs Cstill !) lo t lie 
nprUn Mission Society, 1 lie iiiincral rights are held by a eonipany called 
Pniels, Limited. Thi^ company eticruiragCii diggers to work on the farm, 
and, like their neighbours on the Vaal Diver Estate, shows great enter- 
prise, and gives every assistance to individuals who desire to extend their 
operations to new areas. Some good finds luive been made lx>tb in the 
river-bed and also in the red-ground situated some way back from the 
river front. The company lia:= laid water on to various parts of llie 
cst.ate for the convenience of the diggers. 

In July, 1908, the biggest rusli on record up to that time was witnessed 
wlicii IfaiTisdale was proclaimed, and some 5,000 diggers— mostly moiinh^il — 
lined up to peg-off. The Hariisdale Diamond Syndicate was formed in 
11106, one of the first Managing Directors being IVfr, W, (Duck) Harris, of 
ITarrisdalc. The alluvial deposits Tvere extremely rich, particularly that 
of Mayer's Proispect, which, for the small area of 70 claims or so — leased by 
the Syndicate to individuals— is possibly the richest on record; the grow rid 
was quickly worked ont, and the life of the camp was a sweet but swift 


ow. a utvt" over the right of way resulted iu the aajoiiuiig larru, 

llolidam, beiu^jr rhro*An npeti for p^o^jpecciiig in September^ lUOa, and 
Harrisdalu wa?^j left practically deserted* 

1 be camp of T^onglajids has played no unimpoitiuit part in the 
history of the Kivcr Diggings^ it having been considered at one time tiie 
hub" of the River- It was declared under Proclamation 35 on 8th 
Decembid’, 1871, and named after the prospecting digger Longlands. Some 
very rich runs have been struck at varying intervals, and to-day great 
possibilities still exist. Here are a Periodical Court, an excellent hotel, 
and Some realiy good stores. Within the past year a V' ill age Manage- 
ment Board has been established* and it is proixssed to build a new Town 
Mall to replace the old Diggers" Hall to meet the requirements of the 
growing population. 

EsterliuixeiPs Rush, Winter's Rush, and Delpoorts Mope were 
deolared under Prwlaination 34, November, 1S71, The two last-named have 
at variotis times caused sensational rushes, and have been responsible 
for some remarkable finds; both urc thorougJily go-ahead townships. 

Further up the river we have Robinson's Kopje and Wedburg, th(i> 
only proclaimed alliiviai areas in the district of Kimberley, which along 
with VVfildpok's Plant, Keiskamma, and Niekerk's Rush, are the only 
prrifla lined areas on proix'rty on which there is no reservation of precious 
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stones to the Crown* They are situated immediately opposite Windsor^ 
ton, and Kobinaon^s Kopje is eiUitled* along: with the latter place, Pniel 
and Barkij West, to rank as a pioneer digging, having been first worked 
at the hitter end of the eis:ties. 

Robinson'e and Wedburg are on portions of the farmH ^' Amantia^^ 
iind River View^" the property of the River View Diamond Syndicate. 
These farms are cut out of that once great tract of country Rietputa, the 
origjinal holding of the late Mr, Schalk Voreter, the pioneer settler of the 
place. 

Robinson's Kopje obtained its name from Sir J. B. Robinson, wlm 
was a pioneer digger and storekeeper there before the discovery of the 
dry diggings, and until quite recently an old building was in existence 
W'hich was pointed out as the place where he used to reside. Wedhurg, 
proclaimed m tne eai iy eiglities, was called after the prospector. Wed burg, 
a Swede, 

In the early days of the diggings the work was confined to the 
red ground, and on© can still locate a Sfxit or two where the early digger 
rougued out his ground and carted the fine gravel to the banks of the 
river or the kuil, and put it through the cradle. Until quite lecenfly 
one could still see some of the old claims marked out Viitb ^ pow of stones, 
and a small pieic taken out in one corner and abandoned no doubt for 
some other rush. The River View Diamond Syndicate, the owners of the 
property, permit diggers to work on the unprodaimed portions of their 
property at a royalty of 7i per cent., and about half of the digging now^ 
carried on is on the private area, anil consli^ts mnstly of shafts and 
paddocks. 



Killarney Diggings, Sth November, 1!>13, imimHUatcly before reading of 
proclamation by Mr, H. Rees. The old XTniou Jack in the far background 
has been hoisted at the opening of all new diggings since the early ^eighties. 
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It is said that in the very early days diamonds weighing lOfl 
viirats were unearthed on liobinsoii’s Kopje; however what is lacking to 
day ii( weight U maae up in quality, and a month or so ago Robinson 
Kopje output averaged £y per carat. 

There Uavt- been severnl camps lower down tlie Vaal as tar as 
E>nigliis, but. witli ttie exception of a rush to J^ivunelle in 1907, the nundjer 
uf diggers there have always been com para tiyely small, and the finds have 
nf vci been startling. Up the River, in the Transvaal, is Christiana, a very 
pretty little town, with water running at the side of the streets. Bloemhof 
w as tor a time the scene of great activity, and there is at present a large 
inimbfr of diggers right up as iar as Klerksdorp, and some of the 
workings still show g^iocl results. 

<^ON'DlTJON8 OF LIFE (iX THE mVER. 

Now* a tevr words Touching the coiulitinns of life on the River, and 
the eJRects wliinh these conditions produce on those who embrace digging 
as a means of livelihood. First, to deal with the drawbacks and dtsad* 



The Falls at Cong Gotig^ 

[Copyright, H. IJ. White, fonglands. 


vantages of the life. It is idle to deny that the element of chance does 
enter cousideTribly into the occupation, although this can he largely 
neutralised by intelligeTit working, steady indnsrry, and careful manage- 
ment. 

Naturally, the possession of some capital, not necessfxHly vpty 
large, goes a long way to ensure the securing of a reasonable and steady 
living. In fact, digging is not, as it has loo often been described by 
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i rrespiUisiHe critics, ^ sheer but a legitiiuate aiid wholesome 

industry which offers a, fair ret urn m a man of uiodovate means, with 
the chance ahmys of something muck better; altliougk it U not pretended 
iliat it m a' rival in the potentiality of wealtJi such distiiigfuislied occupa- 
tions as; the " rigging*" of the market or the " running" of brandy to 

* Then, again, the various communities are scattered and small. 
As a consequence^ there is a certain feeling of being out of touch with the 
I’cai world* There is not coo much opportanity for rational amusement; 
transport is sIotv and expensive, and the necessaries of life, without men- 
tioning luxuries, are by no means cheap. But, after all, these are 
drawbacks which are inseparable from all young and sparsely peopled 
fourttrjes, and not peculiar to the diggings. W'hat can be more deadly 
dull than an isolated farm? There, the occupants have literally no 
outside amusements or recreation. On the Hivcr there are, at all 
events, sport clubs, cricket, football, tennis and other games and 
pasHtues for the young people. There are occasional dances and concerts, 
and oven now and again a visit from a circus or variety troupe. More 
over, for some years now^ several good libraries have been available foi 
those rcsidiug within reach of them, whereby in his leisure momenta a 
nniTi can obtain some mental stimnlant. 

If the Government ultimately decides to construct the long and 
passion ately-deraanded railway from Kimberley through Barklj to the 
Rarts River, and on to Kunnnan, the conditions ci^nnot fail to be 
improved greatly by easier and cUeajier com muni cations with other 
centres of life. 

After all, the two great boons which digging offers ore an almost 
ideally healthy life, nnd personal indei^endeuce. It is usually i?aid that 
nobody ever dies on the Kiver except of old age or pneumonia— the latter 
being a somewhat comiirehensive term. Of course, if n man comes lierf 
'from .JohiUincsburg suffering from niiners’ phthisist the most he mn 
expect is that his span of life will be smnewhat prolonged: but there are 
at tfie present time quite a number of men who came to the River years 
ago practically imrler the sentence of death frotn consumption who are 
to day hale and hearty. 

The children in the different camps grow’ up in the open air 
slurdy and almo.st aggressively vigorous. Even the frequent dust-storms 
which are the most objectionablo feature of the climate, do not seem to 
have any ill-cffect on tlie inhabitants. 11 is no nncoinnion thing to sca 
men of seventy and iipvvards al I heir claims regularly, and taking nu 
active part in the work. A year or two back, one old digger, aged 78. 
used actually to go down his shaft daily to sec that the underground work 
was being t'^'^P^^dy and safely carried on. 

Then, again, the perfect freedom and feeling of indepemience have 
a great and enduring tharm for most men. There is no grinding 
necessity to be at one partTtoihn’ place at any piirticnlar time; every man 
is his own master, and feels that lie is working for himself. This con- 
sHousness of Independene© may. with some, malce for a certain looseness 
of method anti a consequent dcelcnsion from the maximum of nntpiit, bid 
it certainly eneonrages a manly self-reliance and absence of servility to 
anyone— e.xi> reused perhaps at times with unnecessary- vehemence. 

.About 1910, at tlie time of the rush to the alluvial diggings in the 
Transvaal, one heard doleful jeremiads about the disastrous effects to be 
expected from the exodus of men from the land to such a precarious and 
godless ceoitpation, but they were totally unjustified. In hardly any 
cases did a farmer, i.e., the ow ner of land, either a practical or a nominal 
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farmer, make more tlian a brief and merely sight-seeing visit to the flelds. 
'rhe bulk of those who tiid eome froju tlie land” to work, and endoavoin 
Ut iuake a decent living under tolerable conditions, belonged to the 
byvvoner” class — surely, of all the white inhabitants of the Union, the 
must backward, the most ignorant, and the most to be pitied. These 
unfortunates had no interest in any land* they neither did, nor con hi. 
own any stock; they were bullied ami tyrunnised over by the owner on 
whuse land they BQuatted; their children ran about in rags; and in fact, 
llu'se men of white blood were forced to eke out a. miserable existence 
under comliTions winch a Kahr of any sjiirit woiiJd not endure* 

As might be expected, these people upon tlicir arrival at the 
diggings had nothing of the buoyancy and courage of adventure, but were 
humble and diffident to a degree that was positively painful to witnesa; 
but rftcr si little while, when they managed to make some sort of start, 
■Hul when they found that nobody regarded them as of no account because 
(bey owm-d no land or stock, and had Httle or no money, they began to 
gain St little confidence and self-respect. If they can only make a. fair 



AHXord) HIKST U ATKINS, Al.D., ^LlM.’.L* M L.A. 

[Af ember of the House of Assembly for Barkly West in first Uiiioji Farlia- 
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of Afalor in the Eeserve S.A. Medical Corps.] 
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living and meet their fello>vs vritliout tbeir former galling aod numbing 
feeling of inferiority, they have surely improved their position. Any 
laments nf having made o bad tlioiee are entirely negligible; they have 
rather in a measure "found themselves.'’^ Moreover j they now con- 
Iribute, in however small a degree, to the revenue of the State; they 
have to pay lic+^nees at all events, and are to this extent better citizens. 

The digger is alwuy? eonscdous of the fact that he is a nirmber of 
a coinTuunity wiiieii [jays, in one way and another, a liandsome Biini 
yearly into the Government coders, and can therefore ask for any required 
improvements without appearing in the gnise of a suppliant pauper, 

EDUCATION. 

Even in the early days the diggers were solicitous that the children 
growing up on the fields should not totally lack the means of education, 
Jti 1872 A school existed at Barkly, and some years later another was 
started at Wal dock's Plant, which also served the adjacent camps. The 
tuition afforded, although far below the present standard, was sound 
enough so far as it went, and many a man who is to-day the father of a 
family is doubtless thankful for what he learned there. 

In tlje course of time, as different camps established themselves 
as permanent centres of population, other schools were built, and to-day 
there are thirteen '^Diggers' Schools’* under the control of the Barkly 
West School Board. FTere are the figures showing the number of children 
attending and the stvength of the respective teaching staffs* — 

Place No. of Pupils. Teaching Staff. 


Barkly Wi^sl 82 3 

Good Hope 32 2 

Gong Gong ... ... ... 2i) 1 

Longlands ... ... ... ... ... 98 i 

Winter's IHish 80 3 

Delpoort's Hope 140 4 

Sydney-on- Vaal ... ... 33 2 

Droogveld 58 2 

Keiskamuia-Wal deck’s ... M 1 

Holfidam ... ... ... 20 ! 

Klipdam-Holpan ... ^20 5 

Groot Kop - . .. 23 1 

Windsorton ... ... .. ... ... lOfi 3 

The following five school' are naTidsome and substantially built 
brick buildings: 

Barkly West (built 1912; cost £1,988 

Windsorton (built 1914) ... ... - £2,304 

Longlanda (built 1916) ,, £1,600 

Delpoort's Hope (built 1916) ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... „ £2,228 
Klipdam-Holpan (built 1916) ... ... ... ... ...... „ £2,9(M) 


Of tbe remainder, which are all adequate wood and iron atructures, 
Droogveld cost £390, Sydney cost £800, Winter's Push, cost £307 (there is 
also ft kired building), and Groot Nop cost £327. 

The sitoi? at Eciskamma-Wald'^ok^s, Gong Gong^ Good Hope, and 
llolsdam owe their esistenee more or less to the enterprise of prominent 
local individuals interested in the subject of education. 

None of the schools are of higher grade than A3, but in view of 
the fine buildings, large attendance, and adequate staffs, the schools at 
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Bnrkiy, DeliKiort’'!^ LongUmds, KH pda in -Hal pn n, and Windsortoii, 

are fuUy entitled tn ije graded A2. It li^ proposed to start v^ood-work elasaes 
lit nil the seliools. 

Tlie Tvmnageinent is in tlie knnds of I'lral comiTiittees, elected by 
the parents and guardians of the children^ and subject to the control of the 
llarkiy West School Board. The first Secretary of the Eourd was Mr. G* A, 
Hoi iie (since deceased)j who was appointed to the post upon, its institntioTi 
in after having otficiaicd as ti'aelier at the school rat Waldeckfs PlatiB 

lor several years. The great advance in the number and efficiency of the 
schools during this time is good evidence of his ability and interest in tbe 
work, and the relations between the Central Board and the local committ?eeii, 
ire iihist liarnumioits. leading lo a >nn)i>Hi and ainirabJe unrking. 


CHAPTER Vn. 

SPORT AEOXf; TUK IMVEhV, 

Raoinc:. — A s was the case in siniilar coinniunitit"^ rstabiislicd in 
America and Australia, from the first the sporting instinct was strong 
amongst the diggers. Jn the very earlv days those who jiosM's-^^ed horse-; wo re 



" \V(>OEOnMOOT.OO." 

I Okl l.^olice TT coper. Condemned and purchased by Mick White, and finally 
by .lohn C. Holmes, of f.onglands. Winner of the Rarkly Cnp, the 

Uong Gor^g (.'up (presented by flic diggers of Gong Gong): Barkly Cup in 
RHia inesenled by Colonel Sir Havid I la iris); Silvei* Salver, 1910 (presented 
by E. Oiipenheimer, of KiniheiTey) ; several races to 1913, when pensioned 
off Record for greatest iniinber of races won on River, Died on fiutw 
Milk yieb May, 1916, aged 21 years*] 
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ready to match them against others, and many an impromptu but thoronylily- 
race look pitice. Tlie furiiiers in the district also took a lively 
interest in ail such ai?airs, and after a while a reaJly goc>d Turl Club 
was formcfi* and existed ior many years., the late Dr. Harrhy being the 
secretary. Barkiy was tlieii the only centre, hut the meetings were well 
l>atronLsed by tiiggors^ farmers, and others from the whole district, as 
well as by many visitors from Kimberley^ and the stakes were of sub- 
stantial vaine* Subsequently a Ibirf Club was started at Windsorton, and 
the racing there was good and enjoyable. When a set-back took place, 
Ihirkly, Longlands, and Sydney formed gymkhana clubs, and j^ear by year 
the s|>ort was kept up. Windsorton '{’urf Club cQjitinued its existence, but 
for some years few meetings were held. Al>out 1909 a movement was started 
til combine the various clubs in the district^ and after a little trouble a 
meeting of delegates decided to amalgamate, pool all assets, and foi in 
one club, to he called the Darkly West District Turf Club, This club has 
eonllmtod In a flour isliiiig state, as the excellent meetings held regularly at 
Darkly, Windsorton, Longlands, and Sydney prove. 

Cricket.-^!' rom the cailiest days Darkly was the centre of much 
crieket nclivily. TheTi, and long afterwiirds, Kimberley teams did no! 
find the journey too long, and many a (lay's lenther-li anting did the Darkly 
players experienee. Later, a clnb was formed at Hebron (now Windsorton), 


KlMDEKf.EY A^n3 DAKKLV WEST Ciat'KETEDS (alrout 1S9M1'- 
Top Dow:— S, Knotty D. Harvey, J. H, Diepraam, E. J. B. Gardner, W. TTall, 
W. dll Toit, A, O'C, Tranklim 

(’entre Ihnv : — J. Carey, E. Jansen, Jack Powell, A. E. dii Toit, C. Diekens„ 
Herbert Rees, J. Newton. 

Bottom Pow:— H. MeKenaie, S, McConnell, E. Litkien VC. D 
and Jack Rackman. 

ami In'quent mutches took place between the tvvo camps. Who of ihe nld 
Darkly i)l avers does not remember the huge hits of George Fulcher* a! 
Hebron? Year by year the good old game was kept r^ing; various digging 
campe started clubs, and a wholesome rivalry existed. 
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About 1906 a cup was geuerously presented by tbe iirm of Messrs. 
MacGUl & Konaldson, and, later, a shield by Sir George Albii, both 
trophies for competition annually by all the River teams. The contests 
have been rema likably keen, and the trophies have repeatedly changed 
hands. The following table shows the results — 


THE MaoGTHL-KONALHSON CHAIT.ENOE CTJP. 


1^6-07— Won by Windsorton C*C, (8. P. Hartley, captain}. 

ISflT-OS— Won by Longlands €»€, (T. Johnstone, captain). 

MacGIT.L-RON.AT.DSON CTTP and GEORGE ALBXT SHTEI.D. 

iw>a-d& — Won by Longhinds C.C. (T. Johnstone, captain). 

1 909-1 0— Won by Windsor ton C.C. fJ. E. Cuinings, captain}. 

191 1- 12— Won by Barkly West C*C, (IT. Rees, captain). 

1912- 13— Won by Windsor ton C.C. (S. W. Windsor, captain). 

1913- 14— Won by Barkly West C.C. (J. H, L. Findlay, captain). 

The game has natunilly languished during the last two years, as 
the fi(twer of the young men who would otherwise l>e playing cricket are 
□ow engaged in a griiivnicr struggle; but when Imppicr times return, there 
will no doubt IfC a revival of the old enthusiasm. 

'rbe River has produced some reaOy good cricketers. To mention 
only a few namcif vvliicli occur to the writer: W. 8. Woodthorpe, one-lime 
Captain of tha Eclectic Cricket Club, Kimberley, and who is regarded 
iis a grerah antbority on cricket rules and records; Herbert 
ftcGs, who witli the three brothers Du Toit (Willie, Bertie, and the lat ' 
Melvill), was long the mainstay of the Barkly team i Bertie Gibbs, a fine 
all-round athlete; J. E. Cumings, of Wedburg and Windsorton, the two 
ATcKays, of the same place; J. Wiseman and A. Franklin, of Barkly, and 
the late Tom Johnstone, who was largely responsible for the success of the 
the Lower River Clubs, and whose tragic death is still deplored by sports- 
men and others. The late C. Pitsi Patrick, of Wedburg, and one time mem- 
ber of the Kimberley Pirates; T. Itner, also of Wedbntg, one of the best 
bowlers on the River. The broHiers Seymour and Clifl'md Windsor, id’ 
Windsorton; the last-named when at the wicket causing all the field to 
scatter against bis well-known slogging: be is imw slogging it willi I hr 
8priiig1)oke in Flanders. 

For>TH,\r.L.— In Barkly possessed (piit-e a good Hugby footluiH 

If am. hut for want of Tiiemliers the cliib, after two years, was dissolved, 
I’or two years no football at all was played along the River; lu fact, it 
was not until about ten or twelve years ago that .Association cltjbs were 
started at the eliief camps, the principal moving spirits being Messrs. J, 
Praser, Tom Jolmstone, Eric 0 'Donovan, autl J. Angus. In 1997, or there- 
abouts. \rr. Lockhart put up a cup for competition; later Mr. IT. Sharwo id 
ilid the same, anil both cups were won by 8ydney-on-Vaa!. After that 
Mr. L, TL Brailey ofiercil a cup to be played for by teams representing 
the different Taywer River Clubs. The games resulting have been keenly 
contested, and the trophy has frequently changed hands. Here the 
Avianera of the 
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HAKKI.Y WEST FOOTBAIJ. TEAM IN THE EIGHTIES. 


Llewellyn Powys-Jonee, W. J. Peters, D. Bissett, W. Atherstone, 
Gwyn MoBvoy, W. Wilks, Ben Gerard. 

H. B. Thompson, Lambert, T. M. du Toit, W. W. Rush, Herbert Rees, 
V. E, (111 Toit, S. ArcConnell, William du Toit, Percy W. Day. 

BKAILEY FOOTBALL CUP. 

I)fl|KK)irs 1911; Sydney on- Vaal, 1912; Barkly West, 1913; 

Sydney -on Vaal. 1911; fDelpoorUs Hope, 1916. 

t There was no competition in 1915. 

Wcdburj; foi* one season held an undefeated record when Messrs. 
Early, Dc Beer. Van Bragger, AV. A. AVilliams, F. Rousseau, Ooodeson, 
M. Cohen. T. Itner, A. Franklin, poor Joe Howell, who has paid the 
supreme sacrifice at Uelville Wood, anc*. S’. Windsor, composed the team. 

Lawn Tknnis.— The first Lawn Tennis match played in Barkly was 
in 1885, at the time of the Warren Expedition, when Dr. Fuller, the great 
Kimberley player, who was then at Boshof, O.F.S., came over and " wifx *1 
the flcor'" with the officers of the garrison. There were several private 
courts in Barkly. but it was not until 1887 that Mr. Powys-Jones, 
Assistant Magistrate at Barkly. started a regular club there (which has 
i‘xisted ever since), and laid down the two courts still in use. 

There have been many good players in Barkly at various limes— 
Major Van Ryneveld, Powys-Jones, George Rayner, Bertie du Toit, Tabcrer, 
Richardson, Herbert Rees, and others. But it was the lady players who 
did most to make Barkly famous in the lawn tennis world, and the '^Barkly 
ladies' drive" was known in most parts of South Africa. Mrs. Tapsoott, 
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and the Missps Grepn (her sisii?rs), linld Ihe Griqiinlainl West Ladies' 
i>inglGa Chanipioiisliip j^iteriiatcly for a number of ypars, Tba late Mrs. 
i.Trirdnei- also a gotid pluyrr, auil it >vas worlli mjikiiig a ioti^ journey 
lu see her aiul llic lliroe Misses Green in a ladies' four. 

In later years clubs atu'c formed and courts laid down at Wiiid- 
s^frton, Kli|Hl!im, Sydney, I^itglands, Delpoorts Ifope, and Ooiig Gong, and 
hi-day there are numerous and entJuisiastic players all along the River (he 
year roinnL Tltat fine Transvaal player, Turner, belonged to the Sjalncy- 
ou-Vaal Club for a etniple of yeai-j^. 

SnnoTixG,— In MUnj, Captain ^V, Scott, JbS,0,, bii^cthci' with Eire 
Jiile Mr, (1. Slmrwood and Mr. Clary R. Mdiito, started pjgtHin-sbooiing 
events, uln'fh sport "^caught on'^ at the lime, and was well coidested, but 
lately tliis Ijrancli ^uf shooting lias not been heard of. For many years 
there was good shooting all over tlie district, uiid game was fairly plentiful, 
but, owing to llie iTicrcase and spread of pophlalion, the destrnotion i^i 
thii bush, and I bo unrestricted ownership by Ivafivs of counties.^ niougrel 
curs, things arc sadly changed, and devotees of the f^port have nowadays 
to go far afield, or mnst enjo.v access to tlie few j>rotef ted private areas. 

SwiJtiiiNCU- In un I Air. A. Abraham.^ gave n enp for liatotoriul 
mmiKditiiin ; I he course being across ibc Vaal at Sydney ponL It w as 
ecniipeled for in 19U and again in 191G, and on btitli ■occasioiia was won by 
Slnnlcy W'liile, who is undoubtedly a really fine swimmer, and has taken 
eluMupionsinp honours for Griqualand AVest, 

I'hsniKG.— A'ears ago some exceilent fishing was obtainaljle almost 
anywhere in the Vaal, but since the advent of tlm Indian witk bis utd, 
and the yearly construction of big breakwaters, this sport seems to have 
fterished. Higher up the river, it is said* good Sport is still obtainable 
with rod and reel. 

Golf. — T his game is played at Longlands and Barkly* The liTdis 
at the foimier idaee were the first; on the River; thosei at Hai'Hj were 
of>eiied in 191G by the Alayor of Rarkly, Mr, G. G* AVakeford, and owe 
I heir inception to the enterprise of Mr. J. T, Audas, present Insi>ector id’ 
riafiiis at Barkly. At both Loiiglands and Rarkly there are numerous and 
enthusiastic players, 

GYMXASTfOS,— A club was started in Ikukly in July, HJII, and 
numbered ut one time some forty members, of wliom fourteen were ladies. 
I'he promoters were Alessrs, Rees, Berry, Stokes, and the instiuetor, ATax 
Prii'deb gold medallist gyinnaRt. The club has given two displays, for 
I he entertainment of returning soldier Sj ami of visiting Boy Scouts. 

TIIACtIC attempt to navigate the A"AAL, 

In a boat built of canvas Lind wood in two sections, connected by 
a folding deck, and coutaiuiiig twenty-two walerdigbt eomparhueiits, 
Messrs. A. Gladwin and George Price, acconipniiicd by a Fingo servant, rui 
tile 10th February, 1893, started off from AAundsorfon to navigate the Yaal 
River. .V large crowd assembled to bid them God-spoed. The length of 
the boat was lo feet, width 5 feet, and depth 131 inches^ it was fitted 
with sails and |>addles, and weighed 18-Hbs, The object of the venture was 
to secure rcdiiible data ns I n the value of I be Vaul and Orange Rivers 
ns walcrw'uys tn flu* ocean* Geruge Price, who was a fir.sbelass pbotfj- 
giuplicr- Villa to furnish voluahle sketebes, and u ['umidefce gtmgrnplueal map 
of the Vual and Orange Rivers was to be. sopiilierl. 



il 
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•* Snyder's Parm* — Gladuyn and Party. 

(Photo taken hy George Price, who perislipd in attempting to 
navigate the VaaL) 



Attempt to navigate the VaaL 
This is the spot where the capsize look place. 


Ill 


After mm® aeT'entj odd njilos, Barkly Bridge was passed with 
water njnniiig seventeen feet above normal level, and the gunnel of the 
boat only three inches out of the water* A short stay at Barkly, and 
sunic niore farewelling, saw the adventurers ofi on their voyage once more, 
'['he tir,'4t dilhcnlty of steering the boat over the rocky point below tiie 
Barkly Hospital was successfully overcome. But later on, owing to the 
low froehoiirtl, the boat ship|iod a lot of water, and consequently a certain 
t^ontrol of steenug power was lost, so that on approaching the Good Hope 
J^a[dds tbo ruuniJig speed was twelve loiles an liour. Here tho boat 
fouled a rock, but got clear again after bursting open two of the water* 
tight compartments* 

The Gong-Gong Tails were reached, when, shooting over a drop of 
some twenty feet, the boat was thrown up into the air, and toppled over 
backwards on top of its crew* This was the last Gladwyii saw of Price 
and the native, as he found himself entangled in the cordage and Bniil 
under the boat, from which he extricated Inniself by means of his clasp 
knife, and after a fearful struggle succeeded in reaching the shore* 
ilr Jigging the boat's painter after him* The body of Price was found 15 
miles below the scene of the accident, and likewise the body of the native. 
'Vhus ended this attempt to navigate the iFadtll ; it was a daring if '^mad- 
hraiucfr^ venture, but, if successful, wonld liave proved of great value 
to the tapographer and to thi Government 
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COMMUNAL OKGANtSATtONS. 

Diggers’ CommHtees.— Reference has been made by Mr, Beet K> the 
forniution and personnel of the first Diggers' Committees* When the rush 
to the dry mines tcok place, and the River camps were praeticjilly dcsertcil, 
these fell into desuetude, and were not revived until 1S91* At this time 
KHpikmi was rapidly assuming the character of Aaron's rod, and swallowing 
up the old camps. Thero was a very large and increasing number of diggeis 
in and ai’ound Klipdam and it was considered wise to form a Diggers' 
mitte© to examine and decide upon new applications for licences, and to 
protect the interests of diggers generally* 

The jBrst Diggers' Committee elected under provisions of Prod a* 
maHon No. 271 of 1891 and Section 36 of Act 19 of 18S3 (vide "Govern* 
ment Gazette" of December S. 1S91) was composed of Messrs* J. H* ilonl- 
ton {chairman), H* ParMss, J. J. Naude, P. R. Day, A* B. Bridgewater, 
T, Ruckle, and Geo. Puzey, followed in the next year by Messrs* W. 
Henderson (chairman), Barlow, Woodthorpe, Staples, Puzej, Hodgson, 
and Gibbon. Excellent work was done in the restriction of T.D*B., but 
the last-named committee had a lively time when trying to introduce 
the Is. per head registration on native servants* Mr* Rhodes, then Pre- 
mier, after discussing the matter with the Chairman, withdrew th© regis- 
tration clause from the Bill, which was at that time before the House* 
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A big rush to Clirietianii and tlio n&iglibourhood in 1897 carrind 
a large number of diggeri? up tlieiej and the Diggers* Committee lati- 
guished for tw'O years; ultimatelj', the outbi'eak of the Boer ^vjir 

it died a naturai deatli. It was Jiot revived until 1905, when, after tlie 
formation of the Vaal River Diggers* Union, the question was carefully 
considered, and committees were toi nu>d by virtue of Proclamation No. 
:h)4 of 1905 for the different groups of diggings. They liave enjoyed a 
vigorous life since that time, utkI there are at present three committee?? 
on the River, viz., Wedbiirg-Windsorton, Kllpdam-ilolpan, and the Uni led 
Lower River Diggers* Committee for tiie camps from Uolsdam down tc) 
DelpoorUe Hope. Their principal functions are the jealous e^amlnatiou 
of oppli cations for licences, and the cancellation of the lieenecs of any 
j>ersons wlio prove themselves unfit to liold them. In addition to this, 
they direct what may be called the domestic policy of the diggings, such 
as the fixing of sites for imtive locations* controlling sanitary measures, 
and so forth, and, in fact, they may be regarded as advisers of the 
Government officials in all matters pertaining to the general running 
the industiy. 

It is a matter for congratulation tliat leading men on the River 
have always come forward to serve on the committees, at no small sacri- 
fice of their time and labour, and it may justly be said that, in spite of 
some small differences, the various committees to-day enjoy the confi- 
dence and voice the sentiments of the large majority of the diggers. 

TEB VAAL RIVER DIGGERS' UNION. 

For many years thoughtful ineTi on the River deplored the lack 
td' cohesion among the diggers in the different camps, and the consequeufc 
dissipatioit of energy* At no time, and for no object, was it possible to 
obtain anything approaching unanimity; the majority, while willing lo 



A. G. GLADWYN, J.P. 

(First President Vaal River Diggers* Union, 1S01-19GC. Organiser of many 
beneficial movements for the digger* Attempt to navigate the Vaal, IS9:L 
Holds Royal Euinanc Soeiciy V AledaL] 
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prtslit li.v iLio efltJi’U ut‘ nlLer^ ior tho geucra! Ix“Eeiit» sUovved a nrark«^0 
iipLilliy called upon to make tome personal sacrifitic of time or money. 

After sovmal abortive atUinpt^ to lorm some kind of a combina- 
lioii. tlie \’'aai liiver Di^g^ers’ Union at last, in 1901, became an aecom- 
plisbed fact. The first President of the Union was Mr, A, G* Gladwyi^ 
who had taken perluips the most prominent part in its creation, and 
bad sho'.vn ^^reat energy and patience in the face of diseonraging rebnffs. 
When once set going and proved a living force, the new Union very 
vapidly justified its csdaience to its previous detractors, and has since 
represented, as it does to-daj’, the views of the vast majority of diggers. 

I'be Vaal Ttiver Diggt rs’ Union has received full and generous 
ri'cngiiition from the Government, and is the channel through which conv- 
Jiumieations between the diggers and the Atinisterlal and ofTicial world 

I in ss. 

The Union has been fortunate in its Presidents and office-bearer.s, 
the former having beeti not only well-kiiown but also popular figures, 
iaeliuliiig Ident.-t olcnel Jk fvThmovan, .Messrs, 'I’om Palmer, P 
liai'low, II C. ivvans;, J. AUller, iTajor 11. P. Tuekey^ niui Mr, Atiller again, 
the last-namod having now held olhee since 1911, 



rdKi' r.-( oLoxiu, lUiW'urr ovnuNOVAN, -i,Tb 

fCimiinaiidaiit llarkly AW'st Citiv.eo Commando; Viee-Chairuian Barkly M'esi 
Ail 1 1 Ih 1 a I d ; mens bc r B; i rk 1 y W' cst H Os; s I ta I [in a rd ; m em bor Ba i' kly W e st 

J,ii ending Court, eX'^f,'«A, liarkly West Division; es-Secietii ry t.owcr Kiver 
Diggers* (jruuuiittce ; ex-Presideut Vaal lUver Diggers' Union, 1!K)G-I9fifi,] 

Amongst the benefits which the Union has obtained for the com- 
munity may be mentioned the abolition of the charge of 53, per quarter 
for miners* eerlifieutes, the prompt repeal of the Is, tax on monthly le^ 
tarns of diamond finds, the extension of telephonic commimication, the 
moro rapid carriage of the postal mails by motor in place of the old 
mule-cart, and the obtaining from Gov^ernnient of thirty days' grace after 
expiration of liceiicCj during which time a digger can win and seli dia- 
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TKOS. K PALMER, 
Past President V.E.D. Union* 


monds without infringing the law* The Union has also w^orked persia- 
teutiy* and gejiarally successfnlly, for the following objects: The creatijo 
of police stations where their presence is required, the throwing oi>en 
itf the Barkly M^est Bridge free tor traffic, additional medical jiractitlonera 
for the district, the equitable adjustment of the mining profits tax, the 
raising of funds for the efficient maintenance of the Barkly Hospital, and 
the tireliminary stops for the foundation of the Lower River Ifospital. 

In 1914 the Union started a Burial Fund, to obviato th^ scandal 
of any digger being buried as a pauper, and this good «'Ork is one of 
the chief cares of the organisation* ,4nother charitable fund was raised 
in colIaboratioE with the Mayor of Barkly for the relief of the families 
of indigent diggers at the beginning of the present war, a^id nEiicJi dis- 
tress was by this means preventetl* The Union was also well to the fore 
in the formation of rifle clubs along the River a year or two ago, and 
uas not to blame in that no distinct River unit was raised to sustain 
the credit of the digging community in the late Soutli-AVest conquest 


and present German-East campaign, although many individual nn>nibers 
of the community have joined various corps, and have done everything 
possible to uphold the good name of the River diggings, 

Tn such matters of interest to all as education and the th lowing 
open of new holds, the UnioiL has always proved Itself vigilant* There 
is another object for which the Union, acting in harmony with all the 
local bodies, has striven without intermission, viz*, the long-desired rail- 
vfo/ from ICimberley, through the Diggings, to Kuruman, At present 
the political signs do not appear too favourable, but it is to he toped 
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JOHN MILLEH, J.P, 

^Member Dc? Beers Benefit Society, IJWj ; member Harrisdale Diggers'* Com- 
mittee, I9&8-051; ex-Chairman DX.R, DiggeiV Committee, Appomted J.F, 
on recomn endation for valuable services rendered tbe Hiver Digging com- 
munity and industry. Originator (with Thos. Laurent-Terpend) of the 
Diggei's' Union Burial Fund, Militaty Berviect Cape Infantry, Plumer^'s 
Column, 1899; Beoliuanaland Mounted Eifles, on General Berrang4''s Hend^ 
quarter Staff, 1914“] 5. President Diggers' Union 1912, and again since 1914.1 

that there will be no relaxation of efort, and that sooner or later the 
Government will recognise the claims of the district and the fair pros- 
[HKl offered by the scheme- 

The Escentive of tb© TTnion is just now engaged in trying to 
ensure, through the Detective Department* a more extended and more 
vigorous enforcement of the trapping '' system, as it is abundantly clear 
that it is the only cSectual method of fighting l.D.B,, and vvithont its 
e ill ploy mcTit tlie hopes of scotching those who are the chief curse of the 
inrlufttry is a Vi\\n one. 

A general congress is held yearly at Barkly, and is well attend^^l 
by mem hers from all the camps. Invitations are extended to tlie Pnrliu- 
ineatary representatives of the district, the Secretary for Mines* the Civil 
Commissi oner and Resident Magistrate, the Mining Commissioner and 
his staff, the Chief and mem hers of the Detective Department* and varioui 
heads of tlie diffeivint departments, all of whom are present or repre^ 
sented on the platform. Visits have also been paid by the Minister of 
^Sfincs, General Smuts, while holding that portfolio^ attended a confer 
enee of diggers, and heard most sympathetically the grievances and 
w'isbes of the delegates; in fact, since the inauguration of the Diggers' 
Union, which is able to sx^afc with autbonty for the diggers generalTy, 
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flieii’ wishes have heeii cousitlered more deviously than formerly, wbon 
(‘III- re Mas no aueh declared unaniaiity. 

The J'ailoM’ing cominised the lii'st exeeuUve of the Vaal L^ivur 
Union iii lyQ'j 

Presidents A. (J- Ghuhvytij t.onylaiKls. Vice-President; E. C, 
BarloM% Xlipdann General Secretary and Treasiu'or: T. \W Ha Hi well, 
W'indsorton. 

i^fembers of Executive Committee : William Kellet (Klipdam), 
Henry E. CoetKce (Kliprlam), }?. A. Hmuts (Lcmglands), S. ifcGaw (Wal- 
ileck^'s Plant), J. Jh McKnv tWinclsortonU Ainlrew OLVmiHJi tDrl]toijir^ 
Uope), JL C. Vog(,‘t (Del [ji M?i I yi. I L !■ . ( la.vsnji ( 1 .on^^ijiudsh riijHaiii 

}vna[>]> (Niekerk's Piisli), '1'. K. Palmer ■ 1 .N irivtirk’s Pash)^ \\\ S, I?. 

Hlduian (S^^dnoy), lAdred iSroMn (Sydney), 

TliG folloMinjij were the olfioo-hearors and eomniittees of the 
original hraiiciies in IPOt ; — 

Delpooik's ]lo]ie Hraiich. riiainuan; Nislmlas van der We^lliuixcn. 
Vice-Chairman: Andrew O'Connor. SeCfTtary; H, €, Voget. Committee: 
^Messrs, M. Bunn, G, T. Sinitli^ .1, IL du Priez,. AT, riminckomp* P. Afarais. 

Klipdanv and District Eiancln — Cliairman : William Kellet, Vice- 
Chairman : Henry Coetzee. Secretary and Ti'easnrer: J. G. Cooks, Coni- 
mittee : Alessis. George Breinner, Talbot Kennedy, Thomas Wlieeler, 
Joseph Thomson, C. E lottos, 

Longlands Branch.— Chairman : A, Gladwyn. Vice-Chairman: J, 
Xorman, Secrctaiy; E. J, Tunbridge. Treasurer: IT, F. Clayson, Conv 
iidttee : ATcssis. Thomas Pearson, P. Smuts, F. PaineT, T, Barker,, J 
(‘osgrove, 

Niekerk’s Branclu— Chairman 2 George P.alnier. Viee-Chairmanq 
Thomas Palmer, SecTelary and Treasurer: William Bead, Committee; 
r^fessrs. E. Brown, W. J. AIcLennnu, J. Broberg, n» Engelsman, A. J, 
Smith, E, Kuapp^ G. At. Stewart, S. AtcGaM^, A. .T. Bicker-Cnarton. S. von 
^Tllsits. 

Sydney Branch,— Chairman ; A, Austin (seir). Vice-Chairman 
IL J. Dawson. Seeretary and Treasurer; Jl. A* Carse, Committee: 
Aressis. W. S. Ih Oklniiui, Babbius, 1). Booysru, A. h, KoefoerC vait 
Niekork, 

\AHiulsorton District and Wed berg Branch.— Chairman : Thomas 
William HalliMelh Vice-Chairman: J. K. AIcCoy* SGcretarv; G, A. Wal- 
ters, Ti ^ea surer : P, H, Geor.ge. Oommifcteo : Messrs. W, S, Wooflthorpe, 
IE F. Stonnill, William Comlen, T\ S* da Tiorme, George Gihbon. 


TdT'lNVOI, 

Iti iakiug have of tlieir reaiters, tiie auHiors uni's! crave 
itidiilgeare for any error.s of commission or omission* They carm^st^y 
flesire to thank all tliose nho have assisted them in the present work; 
purticulariy that w^oll-knomi Elver digger, Mr* Jfeihcrt Dan son, \sdioso 
advice and assistance have helped to guide the work through* It is very 
difficult to oldain thorouglily trustworthy information regarding events 
of even a feiv years back, and frequently it has been thought advisalde 
to forego the mentioning of matters which might be interesting or amus- 
ing rather than run the risk of being liable to the charge of more or 
less inaccuracy* 
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XUo autUuis hoiic feliafc IIiq book will prove of laterciit uliSvO 
lo Mo- old stEigci*' jiiul to the iiow or iiitouditijj digjjor; abu lliat 
it will ln-l[> to dis&iipatij the too loiniooii bellor set up by touie irit sponsiblr^* 
rsiiiiameutariEiDS^ aiid others that tho Kiver is tlio hist ipsort of the deuil- 
heut aiul the loafer. It is nut too inutli to say that: the J^iver diggers havi^ 
hoeii iiHiongst the foieinost in the ranks of fJtose who have opined up and 
devxdoped the luiuoivil resouives of Soutli Afrkiu the Rand itself ineludtii;^ 
among its vdoneers many men drawfr from Uie liivor, while otln rs Jmve 
done gix)d woi’k in [Umdesia and elsewhere. 

The alluvial diggings arc an integral part of the great djamond 
i ml a si I y, anil hy lut means one to fn* dt^pjirageil or di]>i*iaaied; the ndative 
smallnet^s of the ouipiit^ as eomparetl witii that of the mines, heiug 
eompensated hy Ihc great snijeitocit v .if Hie River stones, both in quality 
and value. This is cleaidy siujwn by i lie eoiupaiative jjaar'cs fctidied by thi^ 
diamonds produced respectively by tJie mines aud tlio alluvial diggings. 

ID 12 the average value per carat of the diamonds from tlia 


priucipai sources of production within 
fiA follows :— 

the Union of 

South Africa 


Mines. 

Alluvial, 


s. cb 

B, d. 

Transvaal . 

... ... ID 6 

02 7 

Orange Dree State 

J8 2 

105 11 

Cape rrovinco 

50 4 

120 6^' 


(Professor P, A. Wagner.) 

To-day the average value of the diamonds produced on tlio Eiver 
isj so far as can be ascettained, £6 5s, Sd, per curat. The mines being, 
sineo August, 1D14, until early in 1916, non-productive, no comparative 
tnblo can be given. 

In response to a widely -expressed wish, the General Secretary of 
the V’ftul iUvef Diggers' Uuiori iutends to issue in the near future, under 
till' title of the ‘'Eiver Diggors’ Guidn and < oinT>ank>r»,^" a compendium m 
iiclpiul facts and figures, together with rule^ and regiihitioiies goveruing the 
iudiislry, and, as far as possible, everything netcs.'^ary for a diggei' to kmnv. 
Tho work will be published in a small and compact form, and at a price 
wilhiii the means of all. 

Trusting that the foregoing efforts to enlist some measure of 
inf crest in the romance and reality of tho Diamond Diggings will not 
have proved altogether in vain, and that tlie present attempt will m t 
us a guide and assist tho«!C coming hereafter, the authors bid their indulgent 
readersi 


AV ItEVOlR. 



VAAI. li’IVKK DTGOKK’S’ I NIOX. .September, 1911. Geiioral Smuts in centre. 
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